Discussion Questions
The Keynote of Kindness

1.  Who is a man’s character demonstrated by his love for his wife?  Have you observed or experienced this in men you have known?  How did the character of William McKinley shine through as a result of the manner in which he cared for the needs of his wife?

2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Why do you think brotherly kindness is included the list of eight virtues that we are to add to our lives as Christians?  Do you think the Lord intended for us to have a special bond with other believers that we don’t have for everyone else?  Why or why not?  What Scriptural evidence is there for this?

3. Read Romans 8:14-15.  What do these verses teach us about the bond we are to have with our heavenly Father?  How was this bond established by William McKinley?  How was this bond established in your life?  

4. Read Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:15, and Revelation 1:5.  In what sense is Jesus to be our brother?  In what sense is it proper to refer to Jesus as the “firstborn”?  What evidence is there in John 8:58 and John 1:1-14 that demonstrate that Jesus is 100% God?  Can you think of other verses that also teach this?  What Scriptural evidence do we have that Jesus is 100% human?  

5. Why is it essential for any true believer to acknowledge that Jesus is truly divine – that he is God in the flesh?  Are you surprised that some presidents, such as John Adams and Thomas Jefferson denied the deity of Christ?  What evidence is there that William McKinley affirmed the deity of Christ?  When did you come to understand and believe that Jesus really is God in the flesh – that he is divine?

6. Read I John 3:16; 4:21.  What do these verses teach about the bond that we should have as believers?  What evidence is there that William McKinley loved his fellow believers?  What is the warning given in II Corinthians 6:14 and I Corinthians 15:33.  What is the difference between loving your neighbors (anyone) and being “yoked together” with them?  Can you understand why some have questioned McKinley’s judgment as a believer in joining the Masonic Lodge?  What can we learn from this?
7. In what way are you demonstrating the special bond that you have with your fellow believers, especially those of your church family?  

8. After he was shot, McKinley offered mercy to his assassin, concern for his wife, and a steady testimony to his doctor.  His doctor said, “Up to this time, I’d never really believed that a man could be a good Christian and a good politician.”  McKinley was known for his kindness – will you be known for that quality?
