The Keynote of Kindness
Our 25th president, William McKinley (1897-1901), may be best remembered for the manner in which he cared for his invalid wife.  Overwhelmed by losing two young daughters and her mother in a span of two years, her emotional distress was later compounded by the onset of epilepsy.  Even when running for president, William would not leave her side, staying at home in Canton, Ohio, throughout the campaign.  Even in the White House, he would personally attend to her needs.

“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness…If you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:5-8.

‘Brotherly kindness’ comes from the Greek word ‘philadephia’ which literally means ‘affectionate love and kindness for your family, those born of the same womb’.  
Three Important Bonds Are Involved with ‘Brotherly Kindness’:

1.  The Love for ______(God) as our __________(Father)

a. “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons (and daughters) of God.  For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.”  Romans 8:14-15.  The bond we have as believers is due to the fact that we have a common heavenly Father.
b. William McKinley established this bond with his heavenly Father early in life, being saved at a camp-meeting revival when he was only ten.  A lifelong active member of his church, he also served as Sunday School superintendent and with the YMCA, an evangelistic organization in its early years.  When president he joined a church in Washington DC and hosted hymn sings at the White House.
2. The Love for _________(Jesus) as our ________________(Elder Brother)

a. “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”  Romans 8:29.  Colossians 1:15 calls Jesus the “firstborn over all creation”, while Revelation 1:5 refers to him as “firstborn from the dead”.
b. Being ‘firstborn’ does not refer to Christ as a created being, but as having pre-eminence over all over human beings.  Jesus is the God-man, 100% God and 100%  human.  Jesus said of himself, “Before Abraham was born, I am.”  John 8:58.  His deity is also strongly affirmed in John 1:1-14.
c. Though several presidents, including John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, had explicitly denied the deity of Christ, William McKinley clearly declared, “My faith embraces the Divinity of Christ” (from a letter written May 26, 1899) .  He referred to newly acquired residents of the Philippine Islands as “our fellowmen for whom Christ also died.”  
3.  The Love of ____________(One Believer) for _____________(Another Believer)

a. “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”  I John 3:16.
b. McKinley repeatedly practiced this kind of love, starting with putting his wife’s needs ahead of his own.  A biographer also wrote of him, “In a day of sharp sectarian prejudice, McKinley was devoid of bigotry, possessing as a grace of his nature the tolerance that is unconscious of its own virtue.”
c. Some question whether McKinley went too far in joining the Masonic Lodge (II Corinthians 6:14), in spite of the fact that the Masons exclude Christ in their prayers, and become “brothers” with Jews, Muslims, Hindus, etc.   Our bond as believers extends to believers only, but all believers, regardless of denomination, ethnicity, race, or color.
Do you really love your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ?  Are you willing to do “a random act of kindness” to someone in our church family this week?  “And he has given us this command:  Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”  I John 4:21.
