The Legacy of Love
Ronald Reagan became a Christian and was baptized at the tender age of eleven at the First Christian Church of Dixon, Illinois.  Even in college, it was said of him, “The Bible was a daily and vital part of his life.”  Amazingly, Reagan maintained his faith in the toxic world of entertainment and politics, though his first marriage ended in divorce (in 1948 by Jane Wyman, who claimed he was faithful to her, but ‘detached’).

“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:5-8.

‘Agape’ love, as compared to ‘phileo’ (friendship), ‘eros’ (romantic), and ‘storge’ (family) love, is the purest and noblest of the loves.  It is arises from the unconditional love of God.  “This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  I John 4:10-11.
Five Examples of ‘Agape’ Love in Action:

1.  Our Love for ______(God)

a. “We love because he first loved us.”  I John 4:19.  When Reagan took the oath of office as president, he used his mother’s Bible which was opened to II Chronicles 7:14.  In margin, his mother wrote, “A most wonderful verse for the healing of the nations.”  Reagan frequently cited this verse in speeches, as it reminded him of his mother and his childhood where he first experienced the overwhelming love of God.
2. Our Love for ___________(Jesus)

a. “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  Matthew 3:17.  God loved his Son, and we are to love him too.
b. On January 9, 1978, Reagan focused his radio show on the topic of the divinity of Jesus Christ, criticizing seminaries which regarded him as a mere human.  On several occasions, he defended the deity of Christ, the Virgin Birth, and the divine inspiration of Scripture.  He cited John 3:16 as his favorite verse, saying, “It means that having accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior, I have God’s promise of eternal life.”
3. A _________(Husband’s) Love for His _______(Wife)

a. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”  Ephesians 5:25.  Like Jackson and McKinley, Reagan’s love for his wife (Nancy) was exemplary.  Shortly before his death, she released a book entitled I Love You, Ronnie, 189 pages of love letters from Reagan to his wife.
4. Our Love for Our___________________(Christian Brothers and Sisters)

a. “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”  I John 3:16.  Throughout his presidency, Reagan allied himself with his fellow believers, regardless of the political cost.  He encouraged evangelism, Bible reading, and staunchly defended unborn life.  
5. Our Love for Our_________________(Neighbors), even Our ________(Enemies)
a. “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Mark 12:31.  “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”  Luke 6:27.
b. Reagan genuinely loved people, and is legendary for responding to his critics with good humor, often self-deprecating.  Even his political foe, reporter Sam Donaldson, remarked on Reagan’s retirement, “He came to Washington to change the world for the better, and for the most part, he did.”  
“These three remain – faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.”  I Corinthians 13:13.  Among the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22, the very first one is love.  “God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.”  I John 4:16.  Are you leaving a legacy of love?

