Discussion Questions
One Dream Dies, Another Is Born

1. Have you ever had your career plans abruptly changed?  Have you ever lost one job, only to switch to a job that was far better?  Have you ever experienced a romantic loss only to see that replaced with a partner more suitable?  Have you personally experienced how “one dream dies, another is born”?

2. Why so you think the disciples were especially crushed following their death of their Master?  What had been their hopes on Palm Sunday?  Why did the tide so quickly change?  What do you think their conversation would have sounded like on Saturday morning, the night after Jesus’ death?

3. Did you have a fear of death growing up?  What is still scary about death to you today?  Can you identify with the five reasons that death is so scary?  Have you experienced or observed how death is mysterious (I Corinthians 15:51)?  Lonely (Matthew 27:46)?  
Separation (John 19:26-27)?  Dashed dreams (Isaiah 22:13; I Corinthians 15:32)?  Unavoidable (Hebrews 9:27)?

4. What did the women experience when they went to the tomb on Sunday morning (Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:1-10; John 20:1-18)?  How do your reconcile these three accounts?  What did Peter and John experience (Luke 24:11-12; John 20:1-9)?  How do you reconcile these two accounts?  What happened that evening (John 20:19-20)?
5. How did Jesus triumph over the mystery of death (I Corinthians 15:51-57), the loneliness of death (Matthew 28:20), the separation of death (I Thessalonians 4:13-18), the dashed dreams of death (I Corinthians 2:9), and the unavoidability of death (Revelation 1:18)?  What happened right after the crucifixion of Jesus according to I Peter 3:19, Colossians 2:15, and Ephesians 4:8-10?  

6. Do you remember the rescue of Apollo 13’s crew?  Have you seen the movie Apollo 13?  In what way did the dream of returning alive totally eclipse the dream that they once had of reaching the moon?  Do you find it ironic that Apollo 13, the one unsuccessful mission, may be more famous today that the six Apollo missions that were successful?  How was the death of earthly glory at the Cross totally eclipsed by the promise of eternal glory due to the Empty Tomb?  Are you trusting in Jesus as your Savior and Lord?
