One Dream Dies, Another Is Born
Whether it has to do with career moves, romance, or other major life changes, often one dream has to die for another to be born.  After experiencing the adoring crowds on Palm Sunday, the disciples thought that the new kingdom promised by Jesus was near.  It all came to an abrupt end with the arrest, trial, and execution of their Master.  Job referred to death as “the king of terrors” (Job 18:14).  
Death Brings Fear for Five Reasons:
1. Death Is _____________(Mysterious).  The Apostle Paul said, “Listen, I tell you a mystery…” (I Corinthians 15:51), before he went on to reveal new teaching about death.  This teaching would have been unknown to the disciples when Jesus died.
2. Death Is ____________(Lonely).  The disciples had heard Jesus cry out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46), shortly before he died.
3. Death Is ____________(Separation).  The disciples had also heard Jesus talk to his mother, “’Dear woman, here is your son.’  And to John, ‘Here is your mother’” (John 19:26-27).  Clearly, Jesus was preparing to be separated from his family and friends.
4. Death Is ________________(Dashed Dreams).  No wonder the ancients said, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” (Isaiah 22:13; I Corinthians 15:32).  
5. Death Is _____________(Unavoidable).  “Man is destined to die once…” Hebrews 9:27.
The disciples were so despondent that the events of Easter morning came as a total shock.  First, the women and then Peter and John reported an empty tomb (Luke 24:10; John 20:8).  That evening as the disciples gathered behind locked doors, “Jesus came and stood among them.  ‘Peace be with you!’  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.”  (John 20:19-20).
The Dream of Eternal Life Triumphed Over the Fear of Death for Five Reasons:

1. Jesus ________(Revealed) the Mystery of Death with His _______(Truth).  “Listen, I tell you a mystery:  We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye…Death is swallowed up in victory…He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  I Corinthians 15:51-52, 54, 57.
2. Jesus ________(Replaced) the Loneliness of Death with His _______(Presence).  “Surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:20.
3. Jesus _________(Reversed) the Separation of Death with His ________(Resurrection).  “We who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep…we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds…so we will be with the Lord forever.”  I Thessalonians 4:15-18.  “We” includes you and all other believers.
4. Jesus ________(Revived) Their Dashed Dreams with His ___________(New Kingdom).  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”  I Corinthians 2:9.  
5. Jesus _________(Rescinded) the Unavoidability of Death with His (Eternal Nature).  “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”  Revelation 1:18.
Following his crucifixion, Jesus visited Hades, the holding place for the dead, and proclaimed his triumph over death.  He then emptied Paradise, the abode of believers who had died, bringing them to heaven.  

“When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.  What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthy regions?  He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.”  Ephesians 4:8-10.  

Apollo 13 launched on April 11, 1970, with its mission to land on the moon.  A ruptured oxygen tank caused the landing to be aborted, and nearly cost the lives of the crew.  One dream died and another was born – to return Commander James Lovell, Jack Swigert, and Fred Haise back to earth, which did happen, causing NASA to deem the entire mission “a successful failure”.  Ironically, six Apollo spacecraft visited the moon, but Apollo 13 may be the most famous!  

The “dream” of Jesus overthrowing the bondage of the Romans ended at the Cross, but the “dream” of overcoming the chains of death was born at the Empty Tomb!  Do you believe?
