Discussion Questions
The Foolish and the Faithful – Part 1

1.  Do you remember the press conference where Gov. Sanford confessed his trip to Argentina and his extramarital affair?  What do you think happens that causes an otherwise highly intelligent person to sabotage their own career and family?

2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Of the nine descriptions of the professing believer who is foolish, which made the greatest impression on you?  Why?

3. Why do many professing believers fail in pursuing the eight virtues mentioned in II Peter 1:5-7?  What gets in the way of their pursuit?  How have you struggled personally in your pursuit of these eight virtues?

4. Why do many Christians start to get flabby?  How do they become ineffective?  How did Gov. Sanford struggle with this?  Which spiritual disciplines have you struggled the most to incorporate into your daily walk with Christ?

5. Why are many professing Christians fruitless?  How does Jesus describe the fig tree in Mark 11:12-14?  How have you observed or experienced fruitlessness as a professing believer?
6. How do professing believers fritter away time and opportunity to grow in the Christian walk?  How did Gov. Sanford struggle with this?  

7. Have you observed professing believers fumbling in the dark?  Do you struggle with near-sightedness?  What is your vision like without glasses or contacts?  How does this help you to understand what is being communicated in II Peter 1:9?

8. Why is forgetting that our sins were cleansed the first step in repeating those sins?  What price was paid for our sins?  Why is it important to never forget that?

9. How do professing believers forfeit assurance of salvation?  What does I John 2:4 teach?

10. What does it mean to fall?  How are the spiritually lazy setting themselves up for a fall according to Proverbs 16:18, I Corinthians 10:12,13, I John 5:16, and Genesis 6:4?

11. In what way does the professing believer call into question whether he or she is a fake when they continue in sin?  What does Hebrews 10:26,27 teach?  What does Matthew 7:21-23 teach?  Why is it so important not to be spiritual lazy?
