The Foolish and the Faithful – Part 1
South Carolina Governor Mark Sanford saw his life and career fall apart when revelations of a secret trip to Argentina were made public.  At a June 24, 2009 press conference and in subsequent interview, Gov. Sanford told his version of events, while his estranged wife, Jenny, told her story in a recently released book entitled Staying True.  Though his political hopes have been dashed, the path of spiritual restoration is still open.  
In II Peter 1:8-11, two courses are outlined for the one who professes to know the Lord.  Today we examine the path of the foolish, those who decline to add the virtues of verses 5-7 to their lives, while next week we will look at the path of the faithful, who “make every effort” (vs. 5) to add to their faith as described in this passage.
Nine Descriptions of the Foolish “Christian”:

1.  They ________(Fail) to Pursue Virtue.
a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure…”  II Peter 1:8.  The faithful make every effort to pursue virtuous qualities while the foolish stop pursuing these qualities.  
2.  They Are __________(Flabby).
a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective…” II Peter 1:8.  Jesus used the same Greek word in Matthew 20:3,6 to describe idle workers who were standing around waiting to be hired.  Our spiritual muscles can get flabby in the midst of a frenzy of other activities, which is apparently what happened to Gov. Sanford.
3.  They Are ___________(Fruitless).

a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:8.  Jesus used this same Greek word to describe a fig tree in Mark 11:12-14 that showed promise of bearing fruit, but never did.  As one fruitless venture follows another, we can start to wither as believers.
4.  They ___________(Fritter) Away Time and Opportunity.

a. “But if anyone does not have them…”  II Peter 1:9.  Many professing believers waste opportunity after opportunity to add virtuous qualities to their lives.  As we do this, we become more and more vulnerable to temptation, especially after a notable success. 
5.  They __________(Fumble) Around in the Dark.

a. “But if anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind.”  II Peter 1:9.  A very near-sighted person literally “cannot see beyond the end of their nose”.  
b. Proverbs 7:27 says of the adulteress, “Her house is a highway to the grave, leading down to the chambers of death.”   The one being tempted frequently lacks the discernment to see things for what they are.
6. They _________(Forget) That Their Sins Are Cleansed.

a. “But if anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.”  II Peter 1:9.  The person who has overlooked the staggering price that was paid for their sins is destined to repeat them.  They no longer access the divine power available to them (II Peter 1:3).
7.  They _________(Forfeit) the Certainty of Their Salvation.

a. “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.”  II Peter 1:10.  “The man who says ‘I know him’, but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  I John 2:4.
8.  They May ________(Fall).

a. “If you do these things, you will never fall.”  II Peter 1:10.  The spiritually lazy are setting themselves up for a fall (Proverbs 16:18; I Corinthians 10:12,13; I John 5:16; Genesis 6:4).
9.  They Call Into Question Whether They Are a _______(Fake).

a. “If you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:11.  “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.”  Hebrews 10:26-27.
“Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 7:21.  Some professing Christians will be revealed as counterfeits all along, for Jesus says of them, “I never knew you.”  Matthew 7:23.  Are you prepared to pursue God with all your heart?
