Discussion Questions
Knowing Why to Persevere 

– Because of Your Home

1.  In what way were you moved by the true story of Peter Vins, the missionary to Siberia who told his girlfriend, Lydia, “If you are willing to die in the mud, the swamps, and the forests of Siberia, then marry me”?  Why do you think the Vins family was blessed with having ten consecutive generations of pastors in their family?  Have you ever seen any families like that?  What can we learn from them?

2. Read Malachi 2:10-16.  Why is it so important for married couples to pursue God together?  How would you counsel a young man or woman who was considering marriage to a non-Christian (or a professing Christian whose testimony was suspect)?  Why is it so important for husbands and wives to pray together?  How have you personally experienced or observed the importance of this?  Why is it particularly important to do this before going to sleep at night?  What can we learn from Ecclesiastes 4:12 that would be helpful for strengthening marriages?

3. Read Malachi 2:14-15.  Who have been your role models as couples who maintain a healthy, vibrant relationship by continuing to ‘pursue each other’?  Do you agree with Dr. Willard Harley that a healthy married couple will spend at least fifteen hours together weekly doing enjoyable activities?  Why or why not?  Why is this so challenging for many young couples today?  Why is it so easy to start living separate lives?
4. Read Malachi 2:16.  Why is it so important to pursue the Word of God together as married couples?  In what way does the entire Bible tell a love story of God and his people, his bride?  What does it say about the character of God that Christ gave up his throne to come to earth to woo his people back, and provide a means of reconciliation?  Who have been examples to you of married couples who pursue God’s Word together?  How has it blessed their lives?  How have you experienced or observed that a godly marriage can be one of our greatest joys as well as one of our greatest testimonies?  Do you believe that a godly marriage can lead to our single greatest impact on this earth through the raising of godly children?  What does Malachi 2:15 teach about this?

5. How can we learn from what Senator John McCain refers to as ‘his greatest moral failure’, the demise of his first marriage, for which he now takes full responsibility?  Why do you think he was unable to extend to his wife the same fierce loyalty that he had for his country and his fellow POWs?  How can Jesus help us with this?
