Knowing Why to Persevere – Because of Your Home
Peter Vins, an eighth generation pastor, felt the call of God to go to Siberia as a missionary in 1926.  Falling in love with a Russian girl named Lydia Zharikova, he warned her, “If you are willing to die in the mud, the swamps, and the forests of Siberia, then marry me.”  Twice arrested for his preaching, Peter was executed by the KGB in 1936, although the family did not know this until 1995.

Peter’s son, Georgi, became a Baptist pastor and was imprisoned for eight years before being released to the US before the Carter-Brezhnev summit in 1979.  Georgi’s son, Peter, was also imprisoned for preaching the gospel.  Ten generations of ministers would never have been possible apart without a firm commitment on the part of each family and each marriage to honor 
God and each other.  

Three Pursuits Needed to Build Unconditional Marital Love:

1.  Pursue _______(God)
a. “Have we not all one Father?  Did not one God create us?  Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith with one another?”  Malachi 2:10.  Before you say “I do”, make sure that your partner is someone with whom you can pursue God.  Look for a true soul-mate.
b. John Yates made two promises when he married his wife – first, to be faithful to her, and second, to pray together with her every night before they went to sleep.  Years later he wrote, “We had no idea how important the second promise would be in helping us to keep the first as we prayed together for the first time as husband and wife while on our Florida honeymoon.”
c. Praying together nightly as spouses helps in three ways:  1)  reconciling any differences daily; 2) adding one more layer of divine bonding to strengthen your marriage; and 3) teaching each other to cast all your cares upon the Lord.  “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”  Ecclesiastes 4:12.
2. Pursue _______________(Each Other)

a. “…The Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.  Has not the Lord made them one?”  Malachi 2:14-15.
b. Doyle Roth, in his book Oops, I Forgot My Wife, instructs a man how to take the initiative in building a loving relationship with his wife through imagination and creativity.  Told through an exchange of emails, a guy named Mitch wakes up one morning king of an empty castle.  On the brink of divorce, he learns what love is really all about.
c. Dr. Willard Harley, in his book His Needs, Her Needs, advises married couples to spend about fifteen hours per week together doing enjoyable activities to keep their marriage strong and vibrant.  Pre-married couples do this automatically – most married couples have to deliberately work at it.
3. Pursue ____________(the Word)

a. “I hate divorce’, says the Lord God of Israel, ‘and I hate a man’s covering himself with violence as well as with his garment.’ Says the Lord Almighty.  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.”  Malachi 2:16.
b. The Bible expounds on the greatest love story ever told.  God built a beautiful home for his people, his ‘bride’.  His ‘bride’ was unfaithful, going after other lovers.  God left his throne and came to earth to woo her back, giving his life for her, and preparing an even more beautiful home for her.  Whether she will be reconciled to him or not is up to her.  A gracious welcome is extended.
c. A healthy, God-honoring marriage can be one of the greatest joys for both husband and wife.  It can also be your greatest testimony, a reflection of Christ’s love for the church.  And it can be your single greatest impact on this earth through the rearing of godly children.  “Has not the Lord made them one?...And why one?  Because he was seeking godly offspring.” Malachi 2:15.
During a 2008 presidential candidates’ forum hosted by Pastor Rick Warren, Sen. Obama and Sen. McCain were asked to share about their greatest moral failure.  Sen. Obama talked about giving into peer pressure and experimenting with drugs as a young man.  Sen. McCain talked about the failure of his first marriage, for which he took full responsibility.

McCain’s plane was shot down over North Vietnam in 1967, and he suffered excruciating wounds that nearly led to death.  Given only minimal care and having lost fifty pounds, he was offered release as a gesture of mercy.  He refused, prepared to suffer with his fellow prisoners rather than enjoy special treatment.  Through fierce loyalty and an iron will, he survived five more years of imprisonment before being released in 1973.  

Sen. McCain now deeply regrets his inability to extend that same fierce loyalty and commitment to his wife, Carol, who was recovering from a serious car accident in 1969.  If you have similar regrets in your past, come to Jesus and find grace.  If you are married now or have this in your plans, determine now to invest in your marriage with all your heart!    
