Discussion Questions
An Unexpected Surprise

1.  Do you remember the death of President Kennedy?  Where were you and what were you doing that day?
2. Read Luke 24:13-35.  Which of the six similarities between the death of Kennedy and the death of Jesus did you find most interesting?  Why?

3. Why was Kennedy so popular?  What can we gather about the popularity of Jesus from reading verses 13-19?  How do you account for the fact that teeming crowds of people welcomed him into Jerusalem the last Sunday (John 12;12-19), while other crowds called for his crucifixion by Friday (Luke 23:18-25)?  

4. What enemies did Kennedy have?  What enemies did Jesus have, according to Luke 24:20?  How do you think the scribes and Pharisees felt about Jesus after the events of Matthew 23 took place?  Why was Jesus so adamant in his critique of the Pharisees?

5. Who do you think murdered Kennedy?  What conspiracy murdered Jesus?  Why were both religious and political leaders needed to pull off his death?

6. Have you see the Zapruder film, which captured the Kennedy assassination live?  What was so ghastly about the crucifixion of Jesus?  Why is the fact that Jesus was speared in the side (John 19:31-34) so important in proving that he was really dead before he was laid in the tomb?  
7. What is there in Luke 24:13-24 that indicates that a wide-ranging public dialogue about the death of Jesus was raging throughout Jerusalem and the surrounding area?  Do you remember the fallout after the Kennedy assassination, especially the keen interest in who did it?  Why was the Kennedy assassination investigation prone to a cover-up?  What kind of cover-up was manufactured to explain the disappearance of Jesus’ body (Matthew 28:12-13)?  Why is it illogical to believe that the disciples stole the body?

8. Have you been to the tomb of John F. Kennedy?  Why is the fact that Jesus had 500 eyewitnesses to his resurrection (I Corinthians 15:6), and that over 100,000 people in Jerusalem believed in his resurrection within 30 years of his crucifixion in this same city such powerful proofs that he really did rise from the dead?  Do you believe?  Why?  How does it impact your life?
