An Unexpected Surprise
For the “over fifty” crowd, the assassination of President John F. Kennedy is etched in our memories.  Interestingly, there are unusual similarities between the slaying of the 46-year-old Kennedy in Dallas, Texas on November 22, 1963, and the execution of 33-year-old Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, Israel, on Passover weekend in 30 AD.  
Six Significant Similarities Between the Execution of Kennedy and Jesus:

1.  A Revered _________(Leader)

a. In November of 1963, President Kennedy, hero of the Cuban Missile Crisis, was riding high in the polls.  The same was true of Jesus in the last week of his life.  The previous Sunday he had entered his beloved Jerusalem to crowds hailing him as the King of Israel (John 12:13).
b. “What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?’  ‘What things?’ he asked.  ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied, ‘He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.”  Luke 24:17-19.
2.  Powerful ________(Enemies)

a. Kennedy’s enemies ranged from Cuban-Americans and CIA officials who were upset over an aborted attempt to overthrow Cuba to Mafia leaders upset with the administration’s crackdown on organized crime.  These factors along with southerners upset with the civil rights push combined to make Dallas an especially dangerous city, especially for an open motorcade.
b. Luke 24:20 identifies the enemies of Jesus as “The chief priests and our rulers…”  Only days before, Jesus had publicly called the scribes and Pharisees “hypocrites”, “blind fools”, “whitewashed tombs”, and “a brood of vipers”.  Matthew 23:13,17,27,33.  Political leaders from King Herod at his birth to Pilate at his death, viewed him with suspicion, resentment, and jealousy.
3. A Cunning __________(Conspiracy)

a. Conspiracy theories have abounded in the aftermath of the Kennedy assassination, with the Mafia, the Cubans, and CIA dissidents fingered as the most likely culprits.  The conspiracy to execute Jesus involved high-level religious and political leaders.  “The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death.”  Luke 24:20.
4. A Brutal ________(Death)

a. Kennedy died in a hail of gunfire, with the fatal shot taking out a section of his skull the size of a grapefruit.  Eyewitnesses knew instantly that there was no chance of survival.  With Jesus, “…they crucified him.”  Luke 24:20.  The certainty of his death is emphasized by the fact that “one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.”  John 19:34.  
5. A Public __________(Dialogue)

a. For weeks after Kennedy’s death, hardly a family in America could sit down for a meal without discussing this tragedy.  The death of Jesus had an equal impact, as the hopes of the nation were pinned to him.  “We had hoped that he was going to be the one to redeem Israel.”  Luke 24:21.
6. A Diabolical _________(Cover-up)
a. From the FBI who were supposed to be watching the alleged assassin Oswald to the new president (Lyndon Johnson) who feared a nuclear war if evidence linking the Cubans or Russians to an assassination plot was uncovered, the investigation into Kennedy’s murder was shaded.
b. With Jesus, the authorities had a missing body to contend with.  “Some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body.  They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.”  Luke 24:22-23.  The story that was fabricated involved accusing the disciples of stealing his body (Matthew 28:12-13).  
But why would the demoralized disciples find any comfort and inspiration from a dead body?  And why would they repeatedly risk their necks for a cause that was clearly false?

Despite all the similarities in their deaths, there is one shocking difference.  Nearly 47 years later, no one disputes that President Kennedy is dead and buried at Arlington National Cemetery.  The body of Jesus Christ, however, was never found.  On the contrary, over 500 eyewitnesses vouch for the fact that they personally saw the risen Lord (I Corinthians 15:6).  
Amazingly, only 30 years after his death, Bible scholars estimate that over 100,000 residents of Jerusalem, the city where he was crucified, believed in his resurrection from the dead.  How about you?  Do you believe?
