Be Humble, Overcome a Culture of Pride
Until 1970 America was dominated by Enlightenment thinking.  Historically, the Enlightenment originated in Europe in the 1700s and is known as the Age of Reason.  Espousing values such as logic, science, and reason, Western culture became dominated by the scientific and industrial revolution.  There was a strong belief in objective truth, with a clear right and a clear wrong.  God’s existence, however, was questioned as it couldn’t be scientifically proven.

Although Enlightenment thinking will always be a strong force in our society because certain objective facts are recognized as absolute, the philosophy of postmodernism has gained ascendancy.  Postmoderns see truth as relative and changeable according to the prevailing winds of society.  Even the meaning of words has been influenced by deconstructionism, an attempt to erode precision and clarity when defining words.
There are really only two philosophies:  God’s, based on the Bible, and man’s, based on his own human wisdom.  God’s philosophy is unchanging, just as He is (Hebrews 13:8; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17).  
Man’s philosophy is constantly evolving.  God says, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.  Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” I Corinthians 1:19-21.

Be Wary of Five Characteristics of Man’s Philosophy (II Peter 2:10b-12):

1. Don’t Be _______(Bold), Be _________(Cautious).
a. “Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings.”  II Peter 2:10b.  We must be careful of adjusting and redefining the clear word of God to justify our own sin.  “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and lean not unto your own understanding.  In all of your ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6.
2. Don’t Be _______(Brash), Be _________(Humble).
a. “These men are not afraid to slander celestial beings.”  II Peter 2:10b.  As we were made “a little lower than the angels” (Psalm 8:5), we are to be wary of the power of the demonic realm.  We are no match against the wiles of our Enemy in and of ourselves.  Only in the Lord will we be victorious.
3. Don’t Be ________(Brazen), Be __________(Respectful).
a. “Yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord.” II Peter 2:11.  We are to have a somber respect for the demonic realm, steering a course between naiveté and excessive curiosity.  
4. Don’t Be ___________(Blasphemous), Be __________(Edifying).
a. “But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand.”  II Peter 2:12.  We must remember Jesus warning in Matthew 12:36-37, “Men will give an account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  

5. Don’t Be ___________(Brutish), Be __________(Gentle).
a. “But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand.  They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish.”  II Peter 2:12.  Don’t be impulsive, always taking the easy way out.  Choose the narrow road, not the broad one (Matthew 7:13-14).
Since its founding in 1923, our church has upheld a culture of purity prior to marriage, which we pursue with humility and an awareness of the pull of sexual temptation.  As postmodernism has gained ascendency over the last few decades, objections to abstinence have become more common.  Reaction to our biblical worldview can be grouped into six categories:

1. The Hostile: These are postmoderns (PMs) who see biblical Christians (BCs) as judgmental, intolerant, and hopelessly behind the times. 

2. The Indifferent: These are PMs who respect BCs even though they conclude their worldview is not for them.  This is pluralism pure and simple, perhaps the most common viewpoint among the general public.
3. The Negotiators: They straddle the fence between a PM and BC worldview.  If they wish to marry at our church, they may seek to negotiate concessions to our purity standards.

4. The Pretenders: They are PMs who pretend to embrace a BC worldview.  If they wish to marry at our church, they may verbally agree with BC standards while having no intention of following them.

5. The Guilty: They embrace the BC worldview theoretically but are unwilling to commit to it.  They agree that they are not living up to their own standards while minimizing, rationalizing or justifying their conduct.
6. The Faithful: They embrace the BC worldview and attempt to live it out.  When they fall short, they work through biblical confession and repentance.

Will you embrace the pathway of the Faithful, pursuing this with humility and dependence upon our Lord for his help?
