Discussion Questions
Be Humble, Overcome A Culture of Pride

1. Are you familiar with the word “postmodern”?  What does that term mean to you?  Have you taken any courses in philosophy?  Did you like it?  Why or why not?  Can you see how our American culture has changed from one dominated by Enlightenment thinking (reason, logic, science, objective truth) to one dominated by postmodern thinking (truth is relative, words have imprecise, unclear meanings, ‘political correctness’ is in)?  How you observed or experienced this change?

2. Do you agree that philosophy can be divided up into God’s philosophy, founded in the Word, and man’s philosophy, based on human wisdom?  What do Hebrews 13:8, Malachi 3:7, and James 1:17 teach us about God and Jesus?  What does God have to say about man’s philosophy in I Corinthians 1:19-21?

3. Read II Peter 2:10b-12.  When it is a good thing to be bold, and when isn’t it?  What guidance do we find in II Timothy 2:15 about seeking truth?  What does Proverbs 3:5-6 teach us?  Have you ever been tempted to ‘redefine’ the Word of God to make it more acceptable?  

4. What is wrong with “slandering celestial beings”?  What does Psalms 8:5 teach us about our relationship with the angels?  What does Daniel 10:13 teach about angels?  What are some ways in which people underestimate and disrespect the demonic realm?  

5. What does verse 11 teach about how we should view angels and demons?  What does Jude 9 teach?  Do you agree with C.S. Lewis that believers need to steer a course between naiveté and excessive curiosity when it comes to studying Satan and the world of darkness?  Why or why not?

6. Why must we be cautious about blaspheming demons or people?  What does Matthew 12:34-37 teach about how we should speak?  What does James 3:9-12 teach?  How were the false teaches being brutish (like brute beasts) in II Peter 2:12?  What does Proverbs 14:12 and Matthew 7:13-14 teach about the way in which we should live?
7. Pastor Denny described six categories in the way people react to the biblical teaching about sexual purity before marriage:  the hostile, the indifferent, the negotiators, the pretenders, the guilty, and the faithful.  What type of worldview is embraced by each of these groups?  Have you ever responded in any of these ways when you’ve been confronted with biblical teaching that exposed your sin?  Why is humility and accountability so important in staying on the narrow road that leads to life (Matthew 7:14)?
