Be A Giver, Overcome A Culture of Greed
Dennis Kozlowski, born to a poor family, rose through the ranks at Tyco Laboratories to become CEO by 1992.  A decade later his career at Tyco was over, the product of multiple extramarital affairs and long trail of greed and excess capped off by a $2.1 million birthday party for his second wife.   Arrested for embezzling $600 million, Dennis is today serving a prison sentence at a correctional facility in New York.  
Unbridled Greed Leads to Five Consequences (II Peter 2:14b-16):

1. You Will Become A ______________(Con Artist).

a. “They are experts in greed.”  II Peter 2:14b.  This verse literally means “to have a heart trained in greed”.  Bible scholar William Barclay describes these experts by saying, “These people have actually trained and equipped and taught their minds and hearts to concentrate on nothing but the forbidden desire.”
2.  You Will Become _____________(Cursed).

a. “They are experts in greed – an accursed brood.”  II Peter 2:14b.  While the Bible teaches that the highest virtue is love (I Corinthians 13:13), these people don’t love people, they use people.  Like someone consumed with lust, the greedy person begins to see others as prey, an easy mark, objects to be targeted for self-serving purposes.  
b. Jesus tells a story about a greedy person in Luke 12:19-21.  This person says to himself, “’You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry’.  But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”
c. We must be vigilant in not allowing prosperity to curse us for Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  Luke 18:25.
3. You Will Become ____________(Crooked).

a. “They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam.”  II Peter 2:15.  The straight way or right way is used at least ten times in Scripture to refer to obedience to the Lord (Genesis 18:19; I Samuel 12:23; Job 8:19; Psalm 18:30; 25:9; 119:14, 33; Proverbs 8:20, 22; Acts 13:10).  To forsake that is to turn your back on God’s plan for your life.
b. Balaam was a prophet who was hired by Balak, king of Moab, to curse the people of Israel.  Balaam was fully prepared to leave the straight way for the crooked way until God stopped him (Numbers 22).  
4.  You Will Become ____________(Corrupt).

a. “They left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam, son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness.”  II Peter 2:15.  Balaam, a prophet, came to love evil.  He became thoroughly corrupt.  A talking donkey (Numbers 22:22-25) shaped him up for a time, but he soon tried a different strategy – to seduce the Israelites with pagan women (Numbers 31:16).
5.  You Will Become ___________(Crazy).
a. “But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey – a beast without speech – who spoke with a man’s voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.”  II Peter 2:16.  The Greek word for madness literally means “beside one’s one mind”.  The love of money causes us to act irrationally.
b. When Jack Welch, the former CEO of General Electric, had open heart surgery, a reporter asked him if he had an revelations about his life during this ordeal.  Jack, worth an estimated $720 million in 2006, said, “I didn’t spend enough money.”  He vowed to never again allow a bottle of wine costing less than $100 to cross his lips.
“Jim”, a member of another Evangelical Free Church here in Minnesota, tells this story about his conversion to Christ:  Around 1970, when “Jim” was the CEO of a large agricultural industry, he was invited to the Nixon White House.  Inside his briefcase was a $200,000 payment intended to influence pending legislation.  The night after he delivered this payment, he could not sleep.
Finally dropping to his knees at 4 am, “Jim” poured out his heart to the Lord, seeking forgiveness for a life filled with greed and deception.  That act marked a new beginning for this prideful CEO.  “Jim” learned to tame the lion of greed by becoming a giver in every area of his life – his marriage, his friendships, his church, and his community (Luke 6:38).  Are you prepared to do the same?
