Discussion Questions
Be A Giver, Overcome a Culture of Greed

1. Have you ever heard the story of Dennis Kozlowski, the Tyco CEO who was charged with embezzling $600 million and threw a $2.1 million birthday party for his wife?  What do you think drives such a person to such excess?  Have you ever experienced or observed this kind of behavior?  What did you learn?
2. Read II Peter 2:14-16.  How can unbridled greed lead you to become a con artist, someone who is an “expert in greed”?  Pastor Denny described his experience of being approached by an overly aggressive sales person?  Have you ever had this experience?  Obviously, working in sales can be an honorable profession.  What biblical principles should we be mindful of when attempting to sell something to others so that we don’t find ourselves becoming consumed with greed?

3. II Peter 14b describes these experts in greed as “an accursed brood”.  How do we keep ourselves from using people?  What does I Corinthians 13 have to say about this?  What does Luke 12:19-21 and Luke 18:25 teach about the dangers of greed?  Do you think it is possible for a person with modest income to become just as consumed with greed as a person of greater wealth?  Why or why not?
4. What does II Peter 2:15 teach about leaving the straight way?  What does Numbers 22 teach about Balaam and his appetite for money?  Pastor Denny told a story about a dad who fibbed about his child’s age when buying a ticket.  Another dad challenged him by saying, “Would you sell your soul for fifty cents?”  Do you think this is going overboard, or is this a legitimate question?  Why?

5. II Peter 2:15 says that Balaam “loved the wages of wickedness”.  Why do you think it is so easy for even great evangelists to be corrupted by the pursuit of money, like Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart and many others?  How does Numbers 31:16 reveal the true heart of Balaam, even though he was kept from doing a lot of harm to Israel by a talking donkey in Numbers 22?
6. II Peter 2:16 says that the talking donkey “restrained the prophet’s madness”?  Do you believe that greed can cause you to go crazy?  Why do you think Jack Welch’s first thought after open-heart surgery was “I didn’t spend enough money”?  

7. In closing, Pastor Denny told about “Jim”, the CEO who converted to Christ in the aftermath of delivering an illegal payment to the White House.  His conscience was still active, even after years of a greedy lifestyle.  Why is it important to keep a tender conscience in matters having to do with money in our lives?  Why is giving the best prescription for overcoming a lifestyle of greed (Luke 6:38)?
