Discussion Questions
Standing Firm

1. Does it surprise you that most of the theological drift that can be seen in many churches today has its roots in the rise of Darwinism and higher biblical criticism in the late 1800’s?  Does it surprise you to hear that a majority of colleges and universities in our country were still solidly biblical and evangelical as late as 1900?  Did you know that universities such as Harvard, Yale, and Princeton all were founded by evangelical, Bible-believing Christians?  Does it surprise you that President William McKinley (1897-1901), President Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909), and President Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921), as well as William Jennings Bryan, who ran for President in 1896, 1900, and 1908, all were known as devout Christians?
2. Read II Peter 1:12-15.  What were the things that believers were supposed to be reminded of in verse 12?  How would this inevitably lead to a godly lifestyle?  Do you agree that we can either remind ourselves to follow the Jesus of the Bible, or we are in danger of reverting to a Jesus of our own making and a lifestyle of our own making?  Why or why not?  How did departures from the doctrines of creation, hell, and the deity of Christ lead to lifestyle changes for Woodrow Wilson?  Have you observed this in others or experienced this yourself?
3. Do you agree that we can either re-establish ourselves in the core doctrines of our faith, or we are in danger of relinquishing them?  How have you observed or experienced this?  How do we go about re-establishing ourselves in our core beliefs on a regular basis?  How does reading, studying, and listening to the Word being preached help us to do this?  

4. Why are we destined to repeat sin if we don’t repent of it?  Can you give a personal example of this?  How does the Lord convict you of sin?  What benefits have you gained from forsaking sin?

5. How can a professing Christian refresh other believers in their faith?  Who have been an inspiration and example to you?  How can a professing Christian repel others from faith?  Have you ever experienced this?  How did you work through these times when other professing believers have disappointed you?

6. President Wilson stands as an example of one who was outstanding in his profession, at least according to most historians, and yet left a very mixed legacy as a professing Christian.  What does this teach us?  What kind of legacy do you want to leave?  Are you committed to standing firm in your faith?  How so?
