Standing Firm
Most church historians attribute the theological drift we see in so many churches today to two major forces which first appeared in the late 1800’s.  The first was Darwinism and the rise of the theory of evolution, which undermined the creation accounts in Genesis.  The second was the school of higher biblical criticism, whereby secular historical and literary techniques were applied to Scripture.  Confidence in the inspiration and authority of the Bible eroded.

In 1900, a majority of colleges and universities in our country were still solidly biblical and evangelical, including Princeton, Yale, and many others.  But that heritage was starting to crumble.  This erosion can be seen in the life of President Woodrow Wilson, who accepted Christ at an evangelistic meeting when 15 years old.  Even though he incorporated prayer and Scripture reading into his daily schedule, the longer he lived, the more he drifted from biblical Christianity.  
Four Choices We Make in Determining Whether We Will ‘Stand Firm’:

1.  To ______(Remind) or ______(Revert):  This is a ________(Lifestyle) Decision.

a. “So I will remind you of these things, even though you know them…”  II Peter 1:12.  Learning to follow Christ is different than learning your multiplication tables.  Among the key decisions we make is which Jesus we will follow – the Jesus of the Bible, or a Jesus of our own making.
b. Woodrow Wilson wrestled with the core doctrines of Christianity, including the creation accounts, the existence of hell, and even the deity of Christ.  This would lead to significant lifestyle changes in his older years.  If we don’t remind ourselves regularly of our core Christian beliefs, we are in danger of reverting to a lifestyle of our own making.
2. To _________(Re-establish) or __________(Relinquish):  This is a ______(Truth) Decision.

a. “So I will remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.”  II Peter 1:12.  If we don’t re-establish regularly a strong, immovable, and solid foundation of beliefs, we are in danger, by our neglect, of relinquishing or dismantling that foundation.
b. In his younger years, Wilson moved his personal life away from a biblical foundation.  In 1902, when he was elected president of Princeton University, he led the entire university away from its biblical foundation.  Founded as a Presbyterian school, in 1906 it was declared to be a “nonsectarian” institution.
3. To _________(Repent) or _________(Repeat):  This is a _____(Sin) Decision.

a. “…You know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.”  II Peter 1:12.  The further Wilson drifted from fidelity to Scripture, the further he drifted from fidelity in marriage.  A 1906 stroke led to a Bermuda vacation and an adulterous relationship.  Soon he was instructing Princeton graduates that the Ten Commandments can be “complicated by a thousand circumstances.”
b. Beware of rationalizing, minimizing, and justifying sin.  If we don’t take sin seriously and repent, we are destined to repeat it.
4. To _________(Refresh) or ________(Repel):  This is a __________(Testimony) Decision.

a. “I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body.”  II Peter 1:13.  As long as Paul lived, he refreshed others in the Christian walk as opposed to repelling them from faith.  “Refresh” means to “arouse or awaken from lethargy, drowsiness or sleep; spiritual alertness”.  
b. Historians rate Wilson as one of our best presidents – designer of the Federal Reserve, leader during WW1, founder of the League of Nations, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, outstanding orator.  But his spiritual legacy was a disaster.  His departure from the core doctrines of the Scriptures led to an erosion of private morality.
Are you committed to standing firm in your faith?  Do you want to follow the Jesus of the Bible?  Are you committed to the core beliefs of our faith?  Are you dealing decisively with sin?  Are you refreshing others in their walk with God?
