Discussion Questions
The Foolish and the Faithful – Part 2

1. Do you remember when Pastor Ted Haggard was accused of immorality and drug usage?  What did you think when you heard these charges?  What did you think when the charges were substantiated by Pastor Haggard’s confession?
2. Read II Peter 1:5-11.  Of the nine descriptions of the faithful Christian, which made the greatest impression on you?

3. Why is fighting to pursue the eight virtues in II Peter 1:5-7 so critical to remaining faithful as a believer?  Which of the eight virtues has been most helpful to you in staying faithful to the Lord?  

4. How do we stay fit as a believer?  Which of the spiritual disciplines are most critical for you to stay spiritually fit?  

5. Why is inward fruitfulness the key to being outwardly fruitful as a believer?  How do we cultivate inward fruitfulness (bearing love, joy, peace, etc. as taught in Galatians 5:22)?  Why is being in a support group where you can share your struggles and challenges so important to our growth as believers?  

6. Why is it important to be fired up about pursuing the eight virtues in II Peter 1:5-7?

7. Why is it important to be focused on where we are going as believers?  Read Ephesians 5:8-13.  Why does our sin need to be brought out of the dark into the light before healing can begin?  What guidelines and cautions should we be aware of as we confess our sins one to another (James 5:16)?

8. What does it mean to be free of the bondage of sin?  Why is it important to always remember the staggering price that was paid for our sins?  How does this help us to avoid sin?

9. Does assurance of your salvation help you to face the future with certainty?  What does it mean to be “make your calling and election sure”?

10. What do you think is meant by the word “fall” in II Peter 1:10?  How can the believer arrive at the place where he or she is “faultless”, as mentioned in Jude 24?  

11. What does it mean to have a future that is secure (II Peter 1:11)?  What have you learned from the lives of Pastor Haggard and Gov. Sanford about dealing with the sin in your life?  Does the fact that Peter and Thomas and David and Jonah were restored after major sin help you in facing the sin in your life?  How?  How do we stay faithful and avoid being a fool?
