The Foolish and the Faithful – Part 2
Pastor Ted Haggard was at the top of his game when trouble struck.  Shepherd of the 14,000 member New Life Church in Colorado Springs, president of the National Association of Evangelicals, regularly in touch in the White House, on November 1, 2006, he was publicly accused of immorality and drug usage by a homosexual masseur.  The next day he confessed that the charges were true.

Unlike many, Haggard took responsibility for his sins, and began the long road to full repentance.  Getting off the path of the foolish, he once again embraced the narrow road that leads to life.  He began anew to add to his life the virtues of II Peter 1:5-7.  He came out of the darkness to walk afresh in the light, showing himself to be among the faithful believers described in II Peter 1:8-11.
Nine Descriptions of the Faithful Christian:
1.  They ______(Fight) to Pursue Virtue.

a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure…”  II Peter 1:8.  We all mess up as believers, but the faithful resolve to fight sin with the strength God gives them.  They access the “divine power (that) has given us everything we need for life and godliness.”  II Peter 1:3.
2. They Are Spiritually _____(Fit).
a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective.”  II Peter 1:8.  Pastor Haggard was a driven man who had a hard time saying no.  Pulled in a dozen different directions, his “busyness” proved to be toxic to his spiritual health.  As part of his restoration, he re-learned the important role of the spiritual disciplines.
3. They Are ___________(Fruitful).
a. “For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive.”  II Peter 1:8.  Inward fruitlessness almost always precedes outward fruitlessness.  Support groups where we can share our spiritual struggles and temptations are critical in restoring inward and outward fruitfulness.
4. They Are ________(Fired Up).
a. “But if anyone does not have them…”  II Peter 1:9.  The faithful person says, “That’s not going to be me.”  The faithful are fully engaged to wage the battle against sin, and they know they are going to need the help of the Christian friends to do that.
5. They Are __________(Focused).
a. “But if anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind.”  II Peter 1:9.  “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light…for it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  But everything exposed by the light becomes visible.”  Ephesians 5:8, 12-13.
6. They Are ______(Free) from the Bondage of Sin.

a. “But if anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.”  II Peter 1:9.  The faithful keep a short account of their sin, confessing it, repenting, and doing battle against it.  He is not free of sin, but free of the bondage of sin.  
7. They ______(Face) Issues with Confidence.
a. “Therefore, my dear brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.”  II Peter 1:10.  Pastor Haggard could face his sin, however painful it was, because he knew he was a child of the King.
8. They Are __________(Faultless).
a. “For if you do these things, you will never fall.”  II Peter 1:10.  “To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.”  Jude 24.
9. They Have a _______(Future) That’s Secure.

a. “For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:10-11.
Pastor Haggard joins a long list in the Bible of great sinners who became great saints.  Like Paul or Peter or Thomas or David or Jonah.  If you have been walking on the path of the foolish, you don’t need to stay there.  You can do a U-turn, like Ted Haggard.  You can return to the path of the faithful.
