Be Alert, Overcome a Culture of Deception
In his new book Love Wins, Pastor Rob Bell argues that a good and loving God could not condemn people permanently to hell.  Those who reject Christ in this life will have abundant postmortem opportunities to receive forgiveness.  Bell labels traditional Christian views of salvation and the afterlife as “misguided and toxic”.  

Blogger Justin Taylor responds that Bell “is moving farther and farther away from anything resembling biblical Christianity.”  Pastor John Piper adds, “Farewell, Rob Bell”.  Seminary President Al Mohler calls Bell’s reworking of Scripture “an audacity of breathtaking proportions”, noting “there is no genuine Gospel here”.  

Five Common Strategies Employed By False Teachers:

1. The __________(“Mirage”) Strategy

a. “These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm.  Blackest darkness is reserved for them.”  II Peter 2:17.  Peter is conjuring up an image of a desert traveler seeing signs of water in the distance only to find the well dry.  Mist and fog would often appear near the sea coast, signaling that rain was imminent.  Yet it seldom happens in desert areas like the Middle East.
b. Don’t buy the lie that there is a second chance to get right with God after death.  “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.”  Hebrews 9:27.  
2. The ____________________(“Buy Now, Pay Later”) Strategy

a. “For they mouth empty, boastful words…”  II Peter 2:18.  Peter is picturing here a person with a slick tongue and flamboyant speech.  Some ministers today are promoting a gospel of wealth and prosperity which has led many into an unhealthy pursuit of materialism, often accompanied by crushing debt.  
b. The Bible warns, “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  I Timothy 6:10.  Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth.”  Matthew 6:19.
3. The _____________________(“Razzle-Dazzle”) Strategy

a. “For they mouth empty boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of human nature, they entice people…”  II Peter 2:18.  Others have promoted a ‘self-esteem gospel’ that can easily detract from the real gospel.  The true gospel paints an ugly picture of us apart from Christ – “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).
b. Satan says, “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.”  Jesus says, “What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.”  Luke 12:3. 
4. The __________________(“Partial Conversion”) Strategy

a. “They entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error.”  II Peter 2:18.  Some people, dissatisfied with the lifestyle they’re living, make a profession of faith in Christ only to backslide when they are enticed with old temptations.  The result is often confusion within Christian ranks.  Are these professing believers with us or not?
b. Eleven years ago, actress Jane Fonda announced that she had been “born again”.  Her conversion was hailed as “right up there with Saul of Tarsus”.  Soon she fell back into much of her old lifestyle raising questions about the sincerity of her commitment to Christ.  The same thing happened to author Anne Rice who made a well-publicized conversion from atheism to Christianity in 1998, only to partially renege in 2010. 
5. The ____________________(“Do It My Way”) Strategy

a. “They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity – for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him.”  II Peter 2:19.  Basketball star Wilt “The Stilt” Chamberlain set his own moral standards, making the astonishing claim that he slept with 20,000 women.  Shortly before dying in 1999, he expressed deep regrets about his lifestyle.
b. Fellow Los Angeles Laker A.C. “The Iron Man” Green (played in 1192 consecutive NBA games), an evangelical Christian, claimed to be a virgin until marrying his wife at 38 years of age.  When comparing these two hoops stars, one may ask “Who was the slave to his passions, and who was really free?”
For over fifty years, Pastor David Wilkerson has sounded the alarm when various deceptions have arisen.  Author of “The Cross and the Switchblade” and “The Vision”, and founder of Teen Challenge and Times Square Church in New York City, David constantly pointed sinners to their only hope of deliverance, Jesus.  Though his life was cut short by a car accident on April 27, David’s call to God’s people to be alert and aware of Satan’s schemes is as needed today as ever!
