Discussion Questions
Be Alert, Overcome a Culture of Deception

1.  Have you seen or heard about or read Pastor Rob Bell’s new book Love Waits?  What did you think?  What is the danger in teaching people that they will get a second chance after death to receive Christ?  What is the danger of teaching there is no hell or at least there is no hell as the Bible portrays it?

2. Read II Peter 2:17-19.  In what way are the false teachers like a mirage in verse 17?  Can you imagine a thirsty man in the desert seeing a well in the distance only to discover that it is dry when he gets there?  How are false teachers like that?  How is Rob Bell’s portrayal of God a mirage?  Can you think of any other false teachers who are promising something that they can’t deliver?

3. Look at the beginning of verse 18 where it speaks of teachers who “mouth empty, boastful words”.  Give an example of a time when you were taken in by a slick salesman.  Have you ever listened to preachers who are teaching that it is God’s will for you to be wealthy and prosperous?  What is wrong with this message?  See I Timothy 6:10 and Matthew 6:19, 20.  How can a pursuit of materialism lead one into excessive debt?  What are the dangers of a “buy now, pay later” philosophy of life?

4. Look at verse 18 where is speaks of teachers who appeal to the “lustful desires of human nature”.  Some teachers who are promoting a sort of “self-esteem” gospel downplay our fallen nature apart from Christ.  What does Isaiah 64:6-7 teach about who we are before we trust in the Lord?  Why do so many succumb to Satan’s deceit found in the “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas” advertising campaign?  What does the Lord say in Luke 12:3?
5. Read verse 18 where it says that false teachers “entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error.”  Have you seen this happen, how a person who is prepared to come to Christ and begin a new life is enticed to fall back into the old lifestyle?  
6. Read verse 19.  Give an example of the teaching that “a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him”.  Have you ever struggled with this yourself?  How does the contrast between basketball stars Wilt Chamberlain and A.C. Green demonstrate the freedom that is found in following Christ and the morality taught in the Scriptures?  

7. Have you followed the career of Pastor David Wilkerson?  Have you read any of his books or heard him preach?  Are you familiar with the ministry of Teen Challenge?  Though Dave’s life was cut short by a recent car accident, his ministry of being alert and vigilant as we follow the Lord remains with us.  Are you prepared to do that?
