Discussion Questions
Living With Eternity In View

1.  Read John 21:18-19.  Would you like to know how you die?  Why or why not?  How do you think this impacted Peter on a day-to-day basis?

2. Read II Peter 1:13-16.  How often do you think about dying?  Have you talked with your loved ones about preparations for your death?  How do we be balanced in this area – prepared but not fixated on this?  

3. Four presidents were assassinated – two (Garfield and McKinley) had opportunities to say good-byes to family and prepare spiritually; two (Lincoln and Kennedy) were knocked unconscious immediately and died shortly thereafter.  What does this tell us about being prepared to die at any moment?  How have you observed the importance of this?

4. According to II Peter 1:15, what kind of legacy was Peter trying to leave?  What were the things that he wanted his loved ones to remember?  What kind of legacy did President John Adams (1797-1801) leave?  How did he impact his son, President John Quincy Adams (1825-1829)?  Why do you think that we tend to adopt the religious views of our parents?  What does this say to us about the impact we can have on our children and loved ones?

5. According to II Peter 1:16, what should be our longing as believers?  Why do you think many wait till they are near death to surrender to the Lord?  Why is this a dangerous thing to do?  What were some factors that caused President Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877) and James K. Polk (1845-1849) to turn to Christ as death neared?  

6. Read II Peter 1:16.  What special experience did Peter have in witnessing the majesty of Christ (Matthew 17:1-13)?  Have you ever had any taste of the “majesty” of the Lord?  How and when?  

7. Why do you think many presidents, like James Madison (1809-1817), said so little about spiritual matters?  Have you known people like that, which has caused you to wonder about their spiritual condition?  If you arrested today for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?  What does the tombstone of George Washington tell you about his beliefs?  What would you like on your tombstone?

8. What does Matthew 5:13-16 teach us about living a life that is obviously Christian?  Why is it important to live with eternity in view?
