Living With Eternity In View
Peter was the only man in history who knew exactly how he was going to die.  Jesus had said to him, “When you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”  John 21:19.  Imagine knowing that someday you are going to be crucified, just as Christ had been.  Peter learned to live with eternity in view.

Four Preparations in Getting Ready for Eternity:

1. Prepare to _____(Lay) Down – Your _____(Life)

a. “I think that it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.”  II Peter 1:13-14. 
b. Four presidents were assassinated – two (Garfield and McKinley) remained fully conscious after being shot, and had time to say their final good-byes to loved ones and to prepare spiritually; two (Lincoln and Kennedy) were knocked unconscious immediately, and died shortly thereafter.  A wise person will be prepared to die at any moment.
2. Prepare to _______(Leave) Behind – Your _______(Legacy)

a. “And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.”  II Peter 1:15.
b. President John Adams (1797-1801) drifted far from the sincere faith of his parents, denying many biblical doctrines, including the deity of Christ.  His son, President John Quincy Adams (1825-1829) eventually followed in the footsteps of his father, joining a Unitarian church after his father passed away.  What kind of legacy are you leaving for your loved ones?
3. Prepare to ______(Look) Up – Your _______(Longing)

a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:16.
b. President Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877), once a hard drinking, cold-hearted, irreligious general, battled with cancer in his old age, and was led to Christ by his minister, Dr. O.H. Tiffany.
c. President James K. Polk (1845-1849) refused to go forward at a revival meeting as a young man.  When he became gravely ill at 53, he asked the same pastor (John McFerrin) who spoke at the revival meeting to baptize him as he gave his life to Christ and joined a church.  Six days later he died.
4. Prepare to _______(Love) Him – Your _______(Lord)

a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  II Peter 1:16.
b. Peter, along with James and John, got a glimpse of Jesus in his glorified state, on the Mount of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13).  They fell on the ground, worshiping him as their Lord.
c. President James Madison (1809-1817), like many presidents, said little about spiritual matters.  His biographer noted, “It seems clear he neither embraced fervently nor rejected utterly the Christian based of his education.  He accepted its tenets generally and formed his outlook on life within its world view.”  
If you were arrested today for being a Christian, is there enough evidence to convict you?  As you tour Mount Vernon, the home of President George Washington (1789-1797), clear signs of his Christian testimony are few, until you come to his grave.  On his tombstone are written the words, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  These are the words of Jesus Christ in John 11:25, a memorial of Washington’s faith.  
Don’t be foggy about where your hope is!  Don’t be lukewarm!  Rather, let your faith shine for all to see!  Live with eternity in view!
