Be Real, Overcome a Culture of Counterfeits
When the ancient Arabs were training Arabian horses for the king’s stables, they would use a whistle to call the horses.  At the end of their training, there were not fed for five days and were denied water for the last three days.  Then grain and water were placed a hundred yards away and the corral was opened.  When the horses were at twenty-five yards away, the trainer would whistle.  The horses who came to him immediately were deemed suitable for the king.

Five Categories of Potential Counterfeit Christians:

1. The ____________(Superficial)

a. “If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…”  II Peter 2:20.  The professing Christians that are described in verses 20-22 appear to have turned their backs on the world and to have embraced Christ with faith.  
b. Some who appear to be believers will commit apostasy, which means “to fall away from the faith; to fall away from a belief once firmly held”.  Charles Templeton, Billy Graham’s evangelist friend in the 1940s, is an example of one who would later recant and renounce the very faith he once preached.
2. The ______________(Dabblers)

a. “If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome…”  II Peter 2:20.  “Entangled” is a fishing term used of fish who are enticed and get tangled up in nets.  They are unable to swim to freedom.  
b. “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left’…When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.  And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.”  Matthew 12:43-45.
3. The ______________(Inoculated) 
a. “…They are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning.”  II Peter 2:20.  It is easy for those who are immersed in the Christian culture to get inoculated.  They get a small dose of the real thing that can actually serve to drive them away from true Christianity.
b. Many Christian leaders have inspired countless believers in their faith only to die with serious questions marks over them about the authenticity of their commitment to Christ.  Such are the dangers of dabbling with sin.  You may find yourself “entangled” and “overcome”!
4. The ________________(Self-Centered)

a. “It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred commandment that was passed on to them.”  II Peter 2:21. 
b. Seven suicides are recorded in Scripture.  In addition to the lesser known cases of Abimelech (Judges 9:52-53), Ahithophel (II Samuel 17:1,23), Zimri (I Kings 16:18), and Saul’s armor-bearer (I Samuel 31:3-6) are the better known cases of King Saul himself, Samson (Judges 16:29-30), and Judas (Matthew 27:4-5).  
c. Despite Samson’s self-centered and fickle faith, he did return to the Lord at the end, and we’ll see him in heaven (Hebrews 11:32).  Judas, one of Christ’s inner circle, most assuredly did not make it to heaven (Matthew 26:24), while Saul’s eternal status is in dispute.  The Scriptures make no definitive statement on this subject.  Beware the dangers of self-centered pursuits!
5.  The _______________(Sewer Rats)

a. “Of them the proverbs are true:  ‘A dog returns to its vomit’ and ‘A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud.’”  II Peter 2:22.  Dogs were rarely kept as household pets in biblical times.  They were usually half-wild mongrels that were often dirty, diseased and dangerous.  Pigs weren’t kosher to the Jews, considered filthy and ceremonially unclean.
b. Verse 22 is describing those who have some façade of Christianity but have abandoned the very foundations of our faith.  Whether renouncing historic doctrines such as salvation through the blood atonement of Christ, or embracing such modern heresies as the abortion rights or gay rights movements, they have championed a false gospel which will destroy them.
In his closing message at the World Congress on Evangelism in Berlin in 1966, Billy Graham challenged his fellow evangelists to pursue holiness.  Citing the conversion of H.C. Morrison, who was convicted to seek God from watching a godly Methodist circuit riding preacher passing at a distance, Graham ended with a passionate prayer, “Oh God, make me a holy man – a holy man.”  Is that your desire today?
