Discussion Questions
Be Real, Overcome a Culture of Counterfeits

1. Have you ever heard the true account of how the ancient Arabs trained horses for the king’s stables?  What does it say about a horse’s character and self-discipline to have them respond to a whistle rather than indulge their starving appetites after five days of no food?  How is this similar to our calling as Christians to choose the narrow road and to deny ourselves and follow Christ?  Why is it important to note that immediately after responding to the whistle and coming to the trainer, the horses were then led to food and water anyway?  What parallel does this have for those who follow Christ?

2. As you read through II Peter 2:20-22, what are your first impressions?  Were you raised and taught to believe in eternal security (once saved, always saved) or were you taught that it is possible for a true Christian to lose their salvation?  What does this passage in II Peter 2 add to the discussion about eternal security?

3. Pastor Denny taught on five categories of potential counterfeits (his view is that these people who abandon the faith and commit apostasy were never true believers although they were professing believers who looked like true believers).  First, are the superficial, those who seem to make a commitment to Christ – what does verse 20 teach about them?  Have you heard of the evangelist Charles Templeton who partnered with Billy Graham at church services and evangelistic campaigns in the 1940s?  Have you known others, who like Templeton, renounced their faith and turned from Christ?  
4. Second are the dabblers – those who dabble in sin.  What are the dangers of dabbling in sin once you come to Christ, according to II Peter 2:20?   Have you seen people get “entangled” in sin like a fish getting entangled in a net?  What does Matthew 12:43-45 teach about those who seem to have a marvelous conversion and then return to sin?

5. Third are the inoculated – those who seem to get a small dose of the real thing.  What does verse 20 teach about them?  Why is it especially easy for those who grow up immersed in Christianity to some day turn their back on their faith?  Have you seen this?  Why do these ones walk away?  What about those who like Martin Luther King and Russian authors Tolstoy and Dostoevsky powerfully taught Christian truths and yet died with questions marks about their eternal status?  What can we learn from their stories?

6. Fourth are the self-centered.  King Saul, Samson, and Judas all led very self-centered lives in spite of knowing the ways of God.  All three committed suicide.  What are the dangers, according to verse 21 of turning from the righteous path?  What does verse 22 teach us?  The fifth category of counterfeits is the sewer rats – those who have abandoned the very foundations of our faith and are leading many away from the Lord.  How can we prevent ourselves from ever going down this road?  Have you ever prayed to ask God to make you a holy person?  Why is it so important for us to pursue personal holiness?
