Discussion Questions
Cleverly Invented Stories?

1.  Does it surprise you that Presidents Carter, Bush Sr., Clinton, and Bush Jr. all had similar belief systems when it comes to how they view the Scriptures?  How do you think our leaders who have a “pro-choice” view on abortion reconcile their view in light of the teaching of Scripture in Psalm 139:13-16 and Jeremiah 1:4-5?  What does the fact that Bush Sr. was “pro-choice” until Reagan tapped him as his running mate in 1980 tell you about his core beliefs regarding this subject?  What does the fact that both the wife of Bush Sr. (Barbara) and Bush Jr. (Laura) hold to a “pro-choice” position tell you about the view of Scripture held in these families?

2. What problems can we run into when we say (as Bush Jr. did in an interview with Cynthia McFadden of Nightline, December 2008) that the Bible is not literally true?  What problems do we run into when we say (as Carter did in his book Living Faith) that “human beings have evolved from primitive ancestors” (see Genesis 2:7)?  What does this tell us about how they viewed the Scriptures?
3. Read II Peter 1:12-21.  Read again verse 16.  Three caricatures were presented that describe how many people view Christians who take the word of God at face value.  The first caricature is that they are gullible and simple – those who “follow” cleverly invented stories.  “Follow” is a word meaning “to obey or to devote your life to”.  Former Gov. Jesse Ventura once referred to Christians as “weak-willed and easily led”.  Have you ever been portrayed in such a way by friends or relatives or work associates?  Read I Corinthians 1:18-25.  What does this teach about the wisdom that comes from God as compared to the foolishness of the world?

4. Look again at verse 16.  The second caricature often presented of biblical Christians is that they are deceptive and judgmental.  Following “cleverly invented” stories – “cleverly invented” means “to have deceitfully concocted”.  It refers to clandestine activity, to a diabolical plot.  Some have accused Christians of being peddlers of judgment, hell, damnation, gloom and doom.  Have you ever been portrayed in such a way by friends or relatives or work associates?  Read II Corinthians 4:2-3.  What does this teach about preaching and teaching the Scriptures in a clear and plain way?  How should we interpret Scriptures such as John 14:6?  Why do many believers mislead people into thinking that there are other roads to heaven other than through Jesus?
5. Look again at verse 16.  The third caricature often presented of biblical Christians is that they are fictitious and obsolete – followers of cleverly invented “stories” – tales or myths like believing in Santa Claus or the Tooth Fairy.  Have you ever been portrayed by others as backward and behind-the-times?  Read I Peter 1:24 and Matthew 5:18.  What does this tell us about how to interpret the Scriptures?  What is the danger of ridiculing (as Jimmy Carter did) people who believe that the first woman was made from the rib of the first man (see Genesis 2:20-23)?  What is the danger of altering the meaning of Scripture (see Revelation 22:18-19, Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32, Proverbs 30:6, Jeremiah 26:2)?  Are you committed to respect, love, obey and live by the literal teaching of the Scriptures?
