Cleverly Invented Stories?
Is the Bible completely true?  Both Presidents Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) and Bill Clinton (1993-2001) were Southern Baptists, believers who have historically taught both Scriptural infallibility (true in matters of faith and doctrine) and inerrancy (true in matters of history and science as well).  Yet both presidents were pro-choice on abortion and were virtually disowned by their own denomination.
Presidents George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) and George W. Bush (2001-2009) were raised Episcopalian, with Bush, Jr. becoming Methodist upon getting married.  Their faith tradition frowned upon public discussion of religion, though Bush, Jr. openly talked of being “born again” after a long battle with alcoholism.  Bush, Sr. was pro-choice until Reagan tapped him as his running mate in 1980, with wife Barbara maintaining a pro-choice position.  Bush, Jr. was pro-life, although wife Laura wasn’t.

Bush, Jr., in a Nightline interview with Cynthia McFadden, denied that he was a biblical “literalist”.  In like manner, Carter also stated while president that he does not believe in the “absolute inerrancy” of the Bible, even asserting that “human beings have evolved from primitive ancestors.”  Regardless of political ideology, most modern presidents have drifted away from the doctrine of biblical inerrancy.
Three Caricatures of Biblical Christians Who Hold to Inerrancy:

1.  That We Are _________(Gullible) and _________(Simple)

a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories…”  II Peter 1:16.  The Greek word for follow means “to obey or devote your life to”.  Critics, like Jesse Ventura, have described biblical Christians as “weak-minded and easily led”.
b. Bill Clinton’s Baptist pastor in Arkansas, influenced by liberal trends within his church, counseled him that human life didn’t begin at conception, but when breath enters the child, downplaying Psalm 139:13-16 among many other biblical texts.  Clinton went from opposition to abortion in 1986 to partial opposition in 1989 to support in 1991 to support even for partial birth abortion in 1996.
c. Holding fast to Scripture is being ____(wise) and ______(sensible)!  “Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?...”  I Corinthians 1:20-21.
2. That We Are __________(Deceptive) and __________(Judgmental)

a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:16.  The Greek word means to be “deceitfully concocted”.  Critics have pictured biblical Christians as peddlers of judgment, hell, damnation, gloom and doom.  
b. Until the late 1800’s, most churches taught on the divinity of Christ, portraying Christ as the only way to heaven.  A final judgment followed by heaven or hell was considered bedrock doctrine.  Today many Protestant denominations are gradually moving toward universalism, the view that everyone, at least most, will be saved.
c. Holding fast to Scripture is being ________(clear) and ______(plain).  “We have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God.  On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”  II Corinthians 4:2-3.
3. That We Are __________(Fictitious) and __________(Obsolete)

a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 1:16.  The Greek word is “mythos” from which we get the word “myth”.  Critics like to portray biblical Christians as backward, archaic, and behind-the-times.
b. Jimmy Carter felt threatened by “Baptist fundamentalists”, which he described as people who believe the earth was created in six earthly days and that the first woman was made from the rib of the first man, etc.
c. Holding fast to Scripture is being ________(real) and ________(relevant).  “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  Matthew 5:18.
d. Jesus taught about creation (Mark 13:19), the first man and woman (Matthew 19:4-6), Noah and the flood (Matthew 24:37-39), Lot and the destruction of Sodom (Luke 17:28-32) , and Jonah being devoured by a big fish – and staying there for three days (Matthew 12:40).  These aren’t tales or fables.  They are true historical accounts of things that really happened.
“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:  If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.  And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”  Revelation 22:18-19.  We are to respect, love, obey, and live by the Word of God!  Are you committed to do that?
