All I’ve Ever Known About God, I Learned from My Mother
Moms, even more important than the things you directly teach are the attitudes you have.  Your children will soak that up like a sponge.  More often than not, knowingly or unknowingly, they will adopt your viewpoint on certain things.  These things will seem right or they will seem wrong because they’ve picked this up from you.
Four Important Messages to Communicate to Your Children:

1.  ______  (Fear) God!

a. “These are the command, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.”  Deuteronomy 6:1-2.
b. Respect for God will be picked up in a million ways by your children.  The reward for fearing God is health – physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually.  
2. _______(Obey) God!

a. “Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you.”  Deuteronomy 6:3.
b. Raised in a broken home, Joe Namath struggled with boundaries his entire life.  A star quarterback for the University of Alabama and the New York Jets, his off-the-field lifestyle was dominated by alcohol and promiscuity.  Now 66, Namath is finally sober, but aged beyond his years.
c. Namath’s contemporary Roger Staubach was also a star quarterback - for Navy and then for the Dallas Cowboys.  A devout Catholic and devoted family man, Staubach was active in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and went on to have a successful real estate career.  Today at 68, he has been married to the same woman for 45 years.
d. The reward for obeying God’s commands is happiness.  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked…his delight in is the law of the Lord…he is like a tree planted by streams of water…whatever he does prospers.”  Psalm 1:1-3.
3. ________(Love) God!

a. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  Deuteronomy 6:5.  Their devotion to the Lord would result in God’s “…thrusting out all your enemies before you…”  Deuteronomy 6:19.
b. The reward for loving God is help – God will be with you to deliver you from trouble and help you overcome trials and temptations.  Moms and Dads, if you wish to teach your child to love God, they need to 1) experience genuine unconditional love from you; 2) see your love for one another as spouses; and 3) know that you love God as they watch you day by day.
4. _______(Know) God!

a. “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God;  he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.”  Deuteronomy 7:9; “The Lord our God…will be our righteousness.”  Deuteronomy 6:25.
b. The reward for knowing God is hope – eternal hope!  Moms, your number one mission in life should be to teach your children to know God.
c. “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”  Hebrews 12:14.  Holiness is imparted to us by God’s grace through our faith.  But it is also maintained by our efforts.  It will not come natural – in fact, the opposite will come natural – to rebel and disobey.  “When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.” Romans 7:21.
d. Every person comes to the Lord of their own volition.  But parents, you have two powerful weapons in fighting for your child’s salvation:  1) Your influence, which is sanctifying (I Corinthians 7:14) and 2) your prayers, which are powerful and effective (James 5:16)!
Just as Abraham prayed fervently for Sodom and his nephew, Lot, and family (Genesis 18), and just as God responded to that prayer by marvelously rescuing Lot and family, though Lot’s wife turned back (Genesis 19), so also will the Lord respond to your fervent prayers for your sons and daughters who may have wandered from the narrow road that leads to heaven (Matthew 7:14).  Never give up!

Dr. James Dobson consistently communicated to his family, “Be there!”, referring to heaven.  Pray faithfully that your family circle will be unbroken as you someday gather around the throne of God in heaven!
