Be Passionate, Overcome a Culture of Complacency
I paused last eve beside the blacksmith’s door,

And heard the anvil ring, the vesper’s chime,

And looking in I saw upon the floor

Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.

“How many anvils have you had?” said I,

“To wear and batter all these hammers so?”

“Just one,” he answered.  Then with twinkling eye:

“The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.”

And so, I thought, the anvil of God’s Word

For ages skeptics’ blows have beat upon,

But though the noise of falling blows was heard

The anvil is unchanged:  the hammers gone.



(by John Clifford)

Four Reminders to Stimulate You (II Peter 3:1-2):

1.  Your ___________(Worldview) Is ___________(Crucial).

a. “Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you.  I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.”  II Peter 3:1.  God wants to “stir us up” or “wake us up” or “jar us” out of complacency.  He wants us to pursue purity, to have a mind uncontaminated by the seductive influences of our world.
b. Many Minnesota believers start each day spending some time in the Bible (getting God’s perspective) and in the StarTribune (getting secular man’s perspective).  Be careful of being shaped by the thinking of our world which can easily overwhelm us.  Surround yourself with enough godly influences to counteract the sewer system of this world.
2. God’s __________(Words) Are _______________(Conclusive).

a. “I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets.”  II Peter 3:2.  We are to recall the words or the “rhema” (Greek) spoken in the past by the holy prophets.  “Rhema” is a prophetic word solemnly given by God that has been or will be fulfilled.  
b. For example, seven specific prophecies were given by God regarding the ancient city of Tyre through the prophet Ezekiel in 586 BC.  Through a siege by Nebuchadnezzar (583-570 BC) and an assault by Alexander the Great (333-332 BC), all seven prophecies were fulfilled.  Mathematicians have calculated the odds of this happening by chance at one in 75,000,000.  
3. God’s __________(Wrath) Is __________(Certain).

a. “I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets.”  II Peter 3:2.  The last one-third of the Old Testament consists of the prophets.  From Isaiah (66:15-16) to Malachi (4:1-3), a message bursting forth with God’s coming judgment at the end of time is given.  Our nation’s beloved hymn The Battle Hymn of the Republic, sounds forth the same them (verse 1).
b. Dr. D.A. Carson, in his new book The God Who Is There, notes three common misconceptions of God.  The most common is that of the “Super-Soft Grandfather” who is a marshmellow, a pushover.  Others perceive God as a “Deist God”, a Creator who is distant, unconcerned, and impersonal.  Still others see God as a “Mutual Back Scratcher” – we do things for him and He does things for us.
c. Dr. Carson notes that we need God, but he doesn’t need us!  We must plead for his mercy, which he has abundantly providing through the atoning work of Christ on the cross.  Our correct posture is one of surrender and worship like Job (Job 42), Isaiah (Isaiah 6), David (Psalm 51), and John (Revelation 1:17-18).  
4. A _______________(Warrior) Is __________(Coming)!
a. “I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.”  II Peter 3:2.  What is this command?  The same one given in I Timothy 6:11-15, “Pursue righteousness…fight the good fight of faith…keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
b. In light of Christ’s soon return as a warrior to judge the living the dead (II Timothy 4:1, live a holy life! Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness!
Living a holy life is harder than ever for believers because our world is more unholy than ever.  Like any good sports team, we have to learn as believers to play offense and defense.  Take the offense by developing your core convictions (know what to believe, when to separate, how to engage, where to turn, and why to persevere) and take the defense by overcoming a culture of pride, lust, greed, deception, counterfeits, and complacency!
Satan wants to lull you to sleep, like a frog in the kettle (where the heat is gradually turned up, cooking the unsuspecting frog).  Don’t let him do that to you!  Be passionate about living a holy and godly life! 
