Discussion Questions
Be Passionate, 

Overcome a Culture of Complacency

1. Did you like the poem about the hammers and the anvil?  How is the Bible like an anvil?  How are the attacks of skeptics like the hammers?  At what point in your life did you come to the conclusion that the Bible is trustworthy and true?  What are the blessings in store for those who follow God’s Word, according to Psalm 1?

2. Read II Peter 3:1-2.  Why is a person’s worldview crucial?  Do you read the Bible every day?  Do you read the Star Tribune or other newspaper?  Do you watch the news on television?  Why is it important to have equal input from the Scriptures and other Christian sources to counteract the influence of various secular media?  Besides media, how else does the world seek to impact us with its worldview?  

3. Look at verse 2.  How are God’s words conclusive?  Can you think of any Old Testament prophecies that have been literally fulfilled (such as prophecies foretelling a Messiah that was to come)?  Look at Ezekiel 26 and note the seven prophecies that are made about the city of Tyre – that Nebuchadnezzar would attack it (verse 7), that other nations would attack too (verse 3), that the city would be scraped away to bare rock (verse 4), that fisherman would spread their nets on the bare rocks of the city (verse 5), that the city walls would be demolished and pushed into the sea (verse 12), that the city would never be rebuilt (verse 14), and that the city would be found no more (verse 21).  How were these prophecies literally fulfilled?  Why is it important that mathematicians have calculated the odds of this happening by chance at 75,000,000 to one?

4. The third reminder Peter gives is that God’s wrath is certain.  What message was given in Isaiah 66:15-16 and Malachi 4:1-3?  What do the prophets say about the final judgment of God at the end of time and how does that relate to what Peter will teach in II Peter 3:1-10?  Do you know of people whose view of God is that of a “Super-soft grandfather” or that of a “Deist God” (distant, unconcerned, impersonal) or a “Mutual backscratcher” (we do things for him and he does things for us)?  What view of God was held by Job in Job 42 or Isaiah in Isaiah 6 or David in Psalm 51 or John in Revelation 1:17-18?  Based on how these men approached God, how should we approach God?

5. What is the command given by our Lord and Savior through his apostles (II Peter 3:2)?  How does I Timothy 6:11-15 describe this command?  In what way will the second coming of Christ be like that of a warrior (see II Timothy 4:1 and Revelation 19:11-16)?  Do you think it is harder or easier to live a holy life than it was 10 or 20 or 30 or 40 or 50 years ago?  Why?  Why is it important for a believer to take the offensive in pursuing holiness by “developing your core convictions” (as summarized in Pastor Denny’s recent booklet) and to take the defensive in pursuing holiness by overcoming a culture of pride, lust, greed, deceptions, counterfeits, and complacency (the last six sermons from II Peter 2:10b-II Peter 3:2)?   Do you desire to live a holy life? 
