Signs of the Time:  One Year Later
From 4/26/09-10/11/09, a series of total of 21 messages were presented at AEFC entitled “Signs of the Times:  Is the Coming of Christ Near?” Though many disparage the signs as bogus speculation, II Peter 1:16 reminds us that “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Four Facts About the Return of Christ Based on II Peter 1:16:

1.  It is a _____________(Revealed) Event.
a. “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you…”  The Greek word for “told” means to reveal new information previously withheld, or at least not fully explained.  The idea that Christ will return at the end of the age is not of human origin, but revealed by God.
b. The return of Christ will be preceded by globalization.  In Revelation 13:3,7,17, a global government, religion, and economy is prophesied, which was presented in a message “The Global Signs” on 6/14/09.  What has happened in the last year?
c. Our spiraling national debt has reached a staggering $12.8 trillion, much of which is carried by foreign countries.  This will accelerate forces already in place leading us toward a one-world currency and a one-world economy.  “The borrower is servant to the lender…Do not be a man…who puts up security for debts; if you lack the means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you.”  Proverbs 22:26-27.

2. It is a ______________(Powerful) Event.
a. “We told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The Greek word for power (dunamos) is the word from which we get ‘dynamite’.  The coming of Christ will be preceded by explosive events, as noted in a 7/12/09 message on “The Natural Signs”. “There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.”  Luke 21:11.
b. So far in 2010, we have had six earthquakes Richter 7 or greater.
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c. Over the last 20 years, we have had a 300% increase in megaquakes (8.0 or greater), a 50% increase in large earthquakes (6.0 or greater), and an 800% increase in deaths caused by earthquakes.
3. It is a ____________(Personal) Event.
a. “We told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The Greek word for coming (parousia) refers to a personal arrival, an official visit of a ruler.  Christ’s return will be of tremendous comfort to beleaguered Christian and Jewish believers.  
b. In a message on the Unusual Signs (5/17/09), we looked at the prophecies of a persecuted and isolated Jewish remnant, followed by a message on the International Signs (5/31/09) examining the rise of a Russian-Iranian-Islamic coalition against Israel.  Over the last year, Russia and Iran have gotten stronger while Israel is increasing isolated.  Ed Koch, former mayor of New York City calls America’s recent treatment of Israel “outrageous” and “hostile”.
4. It is a __________(Lordship) Event.
a. “We told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  In a message on the Ecclesiastical Signs (8/9/09), we noted the growing hostility toward the idea that Jesus is Lord over all false Christs, false gods, false religions, and false ideologies (see Jude 4).
b. Brian McLaren, one of the leaders of the Emergent Church movement, has called teaching on the return of Christ “morally and ethically harmful”, filled with images of “forceful domination” and “eternal torture”.  Concerned that we are offending adherents of other religions, McLaren denies the existence of hell and downplays the substitutionary atonement and lordship of Christ.  
c. Given that McLaren was invited to be the keynote speaker at a youth pastors conference at influential Willow Creek Church in suburban Chicago (4/9-10/08), these heretical teachings continue to spread throughout evangelical Christendom.  
Years ago, Billy Graham was asked if he was an optimist or a pessimist, and he replied, “I’m an optimist, because I read the last chapter of Revelation and we win!”  Billy also preached often on the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, declaring that Christ came the first time in humiliation, but will come again in triumph!  “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True…he treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”  Revelation 19:11,15,16 
