What He Must Be
What He Must Be…If He Wants to Marry My Daughter  by Voddie Baucham, Jr. is a great resource for virtually anyone interested in marriage.  It’s a great book for parents, grandparents, singles, and teens.  After the service, you can pick up your copy for $15 in our foyer.
Four Roles in Being a Godly Husband and Father:

1.  He Must Be a ___________(Priest).

a. He must be capable of representing his family before God.  “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job.  This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil…early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’”  Job 1:1,5.
b. Abraham represented his nephew Lot and family before God when he pled for mercy for Sodom (Genesis 18:22-33).  God recognized Adam as the priest of his family when he confronted him about Eve’s sin (Genesis 3:9).  
c. Ladies, God wants you to marry a devoted follower of Christ, someone capable of representing your family before the Lord.  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.”  II Corinthians 6:14.
2. He Must Be a ___________(Prophet).

a. He must be capable of representing God to his family.  “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”  Ephesians 6:4.  “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word.”  Ephesians 5:25-26.
b. Ladies, choose a man with the potential to be a prophet – someone who has a ‘fire’ for the Word of God, and a desire to bring that fire to his circle of influence, including your family.
3. He Must Be a __________(Protector).

a. “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her.”  Ephesians 5:25.  The Scriptures repeatedly picture a man as willingly fighting for his wife and children (see Deuteronomy 20 and Joshua 1:14).  
b. In Judges 4:8-10, Israel’s leader, Barak, begs the prophetess Deborah to go with him into battle.  She says, “Very well, I will go with you.  But because of the way you are going about this, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will hand Sisera over to a woman.”  Judges 4:8-10.  
c. Fathers are to protect their daughters from male predators.  When a man’s daughter marries as a virgin, it brings honor to the father’s name, and purity to her husband.  (Exodus 22:16-17; Deuteronomy 22:13-21).  
d. Three reasons to stay sexually pure until marriage:  1) the Bible repeatedly teaches this; 2) your ability to form a permanent, lifelong bond with your spouse will be deepened and enhanced; 3) purity and self-control will build trust, confidence, and security in your marital relationship.  
4. He Must Be a ___________(Provider).

a. “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  I Timothy 5:8.
b. Ladies, look for a man who has a job.  “Make it your ambition to…work with your own hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”  I Thessalonians 4:11-12.  “Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.”  Proverbs 13:11, ESV. 
c. Look for a man with a good work ethic, as Proverbs repeatedly warns us of laziness, and the man who is a “sluggard”.  Also look for a man who is a planner, one who has reasonable goals and objectives and a plan to get there.
Many ladies may ask, ‘Where on earth am I going to find a man like this?’  We can identify with Ezekiel 22:30, “I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.”  And yet we are also reminded that Elijah thought he was all alone in serving the Lord, but God reminded him, “I reserve seven thousand in Israel – all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal.”  I Kings 19:18.

Voddie Baucham grew up in a fatherless home, as did 18 of his 23 first-cousins.  In fact, only one of his 23 first cousins is currently married and living with her spouse.  And yet he refuses to lower his expectations for his prospective son-in-law.  He challenges us, “Can’t fine one…build one.”  Will you join with us at AEFC in our God-given calling to “raise up a faithful generation”?
