Be Courageous, Overcome a Culture of Hostility
Over the last century, God has used missionaries to change the face of world Christianity.  Serious advances have been made in China and Africa, with more modest gains in the rest of Asia and even in the Muslim world.  “Great Commission Christians”, who take the gospel seriously, have grown from 78 million in 1900 (4.8% of the population) to 700 million today (10% of the population).  2011 Status of Global Mission report.
Hostility toward Christianity, however, is stronger than ever.  The Hill of the Crosses in Lithuania memorializes the estimated seventy million who have been martyred for their faith in Jesus Christ.  When the end draws nearer, Jesus prophesied, “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  At that time many will turn away from the faith…”  Matthew 24:9-10.

Three Forms of Hostility that Will Be Prevalent in the End Times:

1.  __________(General) Hostility Toward Our Christian _________(Beliefs)

a. “First of all you must understand that in the last days, scoffers will come scoffing…”  II Peter 3:3.  “I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.”  Acts 20:29-30.
b. Pastor Mark Driscoll lists ten core Christian doctrines that have recently been under fire from within the evangelical church as well as from without. (The Supremacy of Christ in a Postmodern World, p. 134-139).
i. The inerrancy of Scripture – is the Bible completely true?
ii. The sovereignty of God – Is God all-powerful and all-knowing?
iii. The virgin birth of Christ – was Jesus born of the virgin Mary?
iv. The depravity of man – are humans inherently sinful?
v. The substitutionary atonement of Christ – did Jesus pay for our sins?
vi. The exclusivity of Christ for salvation – is Jesus the only way?
vii. God-designed male and female gender distinctions – were men and women designed by God to complement and complete each other?
viii. The eternal nature of hell – is hell forever?
ix. The return of Christ – Is Jesus coming, ushering in a new kingdom?
x. The reality of Satan and the demons – is the devil real?
2. ____________(Personal) Hostility Toward Our Christian _______(Morals)

a. “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.”  II Peter 3:3.  Unbelievers seldom are as hostile toward the finer points of biblical doctrine – there is nothing personally at stake.  But when the subject of Christian morals come up, it’s a different story.  Then it becomes personal.  “You are judging me!”
b. On a national level, “hate crimes” legislation has been used against anyone who publicly endorses traditional marriage.  Here in Minnesota, Target was chastised by the StarTribune for supporting pro-marriage gubernatorial candidate Tom Emmer.  Miss California, Carrie Prejean, was vilified for defending marriage, as were many others who supported Proposition 8.
c. British parliament member Mark Pritchard describes the “marginalization of Britain’s Christian history” (speech before the House of Commons, 12/5/07).  Former House speaker Newt Gingrich describes in his “Rediscovering God” documentary “a steady increase in hostility to religion over the last 70 or 80 years”.  A campaign to rewrite American history (such as has been done with George Washington) continues to erode our Christian heritage.
3. ______________(Specific) Hostility Toward Our Christian ______(Hope)

a. First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?’”  II Peter 3:3-4a.
b. Author Brian McLaren has challenged youth pastors to de-emphasize the doctrines of hell and the second coming (Willow Creek conference, 4/9/08).  Some in McLaren’s camp have latched on to a preterist view of prophecy, maintaining that most end-times prophecies were fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70.  Historically, few Bible scholars have held to this view as it is clear that Christ did not return in any sense in AD70.  
Remember that the Apostles Creed, cited by nearly every Christian denomination, maintains that Jesus will “come again to judge the living and the dead.”  All of Christendom publicly affirms this as one of our foundational beliefs.  Take heart, brave Christian!  Jesus is coming!  Heaven is being prepared for you!
