Discussion Questions
Be Courageous, 

Overcome a Culture of Hostility

1.  How has the face of world Christianity changed in the last century?  How do you feel about good reports, such as the fact that ‘Great Commission Christians’ have grown from 78 million in 1910 to 700 million today?  How do you feel about the more negative reports, such as growing hostility toward Christians (with Christian martyrs now estimated at 70 million since the time of Christ)?    In what way did Jesus prophesy both growing prosperity and growing hostility for Christianity in the end times (see Matthew 24:9-14)?
2. Read II Peter 3:3-4.  First, Pastor Denny described a growing general hostility toward our Christian beliefs.  Have you observed or experienced this?  What does I Timothy 4:1 and Acts 20:29-30 teach about this?  Which of the ten core doctrines that Pastor Mark Driscoll cites as being under fire have you personally witnessed?  Why do skeptics attack the inerrancy of Scripture?  The sovereignty of God?  The virgin birth of Christ?  The sinfulness of man?  The substitutionary atonement of Christ?  The exclusivity of Christ for salvation?  Male and female gender distinctions?  The eternal nature of hell?  The return of Christ?  The reality of Satan and demons?
3. Have you personally observed or experienced a growing personal hostility toward Christian morals?  Why do unbelievers who may have mild hostility toward some Christian doctrines go bananas when Christian morals are proclaimed?  Why is there such hostility toward the pro-life and pro-marriage movements?  Why do you think so many liberals are trying to eradicate any sense of a Christian heritage in America and Europe, especially Britain?  Why do others want to rewrite history to downplay our Christian heritage?  What is there to gain by insisting that George Washington was a Deist, not a Bible-believing Anglican Christian?  

4. Have you personally observed or experienced a growing specific hostility toward our Christian hope – the doctrine of the return of Jesus Christ and his final judgment of all of mankind?  Why?  Have you heard of Christians who have maintained that the prophetic Scriptures were fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 (the preterist position)?  Why do you think there has been and continues to be so much controversy surrounding the second coming of Christ?  Why, according to II Peter 3:1-10, is this an important core doctrine that we must hang on to?  
