Be Amazed, Overcome a Culture of Evolution
When Mt. St. Helens erupted on May 18, 1980, its elevation was reduced by over 1300 feet.  It killed 57 people, destroyed 250 homes, 47 bridges, 15 miles of railway, and 185 miles of highway.  Debris equivalent to .7 cubic mile of volume (roughly ¾ mile by ¾ mile by ¾ mile) blew away.  Yet, dacite from its lava dome in 1992 was dated at 350,000-2.8 million years, in spite of the fact that the lava had solidified less than ten years earlier.  

Four Truths Scoffers Deliberately Forget (II Peter 3:5):

1.  The _________(Witness) of the ______(Canon)

a. “They deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed…”  II Peter 3:5.  How long ago?  Although not giving a definitive answer, the Scriptures point to a date of approximately 4000 BC (by adding the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11).  
b. The evidence pointing to six literal days of creation in Genesis 1 is overwhelming.  Whenever “day” is used with a number (359 times) in the Bible, it always refers to an ordinary day.  Whenever “day” is used with “evening” or “morning” (61 times), it refers to an ordinary day.  Whenever “day” is used with “night” (53 times), it refers to an ordinary day. 
c. “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor…, but the seventh day is a Sabbath…for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.”  Exodus 20:8.  Our work-week of six days is compared with God’s creation which spanned six days.
d. “Spontaneous generation of a living organism is impossible, yet here we are – as a result, I believe, of spontaneous generation.  Time is, in fact, the hero of the plot.  The time with which we have to deal is of the order of two billion years…Given so much time, the impossible becomes possible, the possible probably, and the probably virtually certain.”  Nobel Prize winning Harvard Professor George Wald.
2.  The _____ (Word) of the _________(Creator)
a. “They deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed…”  II Peter 3:5.  “Chance alone is at the source of every innovation, of all creation in the biosphere.”  Nobel Prize winning biochemist Jacques Monod.  Pastor John MacArthur notes that evolutionists are essentially believing that “Nobody times nothing equals everything.”
b. Not only is evolution illogical, it’s depressing.  Carl Sagan stated in his last published book, “Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark.”  Evolution is ultimately hostile to humanity.  Thomas Huxley stated, “What we call goodness or virtue involves a course of conduct which, in all respects, is opposed to that which leads to success in the cosmic struggle for existence.” 
3. The _______(Wonder) of the ________(Creation)

a. “They deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed…”  II Peter 3:5.  God’s creation is so awe-inspiring that Francis Schaefer said that if he had an hour to spend with an unbeliever, he’d spend the first 55 minutes talking about creation and the last five minutes speaking about salvation.
b. R.C. Sproul, in endorsing six-day, young-earth creationism, stated, “One must do a great deal of hermeneutical (interpretive) gymnastics to escape the plain meaning of Genesis 1-2.”  In spite of this, evangelicals such as Bill Dembski and Hugh Ross have chosen to interpret Genesis 1-11 in light of current scientific claims of deep time.
c. Why not believe it all?  Just as creation was called into existence in six days, “by the same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire.”  II Peter 3:7.  The heavens and earth will not take millions or billions of years for God to destroy.  He will un-create in short order, just as he created.
4.  The ________(Waters) of the _________(Cosmos)

a. “They deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and with water.”  II Peter 3:5.  Water played a crucial role in the early days of creation.  “And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water’.  So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it.”  Genesis 1:6-7.
b. Water in the atmosphere (a vapor canopy) and water in underground reservoirs provided the water for a worldwide flood and clues about the pre-flood world (long lifespans, climatic and geological differences, favorable habitat for dinosaurs, etc.).  
Providence Canyon in southwestern Georgia was flat farmland in the early 1800s.  As trees were removed, the land became susceptible to significant erosion in the mid-1800s.  By the 1940s nearby buildings and towns had to be moved to accommodate the growing canyon.  Today the 1100-acre canyon comprises sixteen fingers, some more than a mile in length, with heights up to fifteen stories.  If all this happened in 150 years, is it not reasonable to believe that a global flood could explain many geological formations today?
