Pay Attention!
On April 27, fifteen Chinese and Turkish explorers announced the discovery of Noah’s Ark, 13,000 feet up Mt. Ararat in eastern Turkey.  The ark was dated at 2800 BC.  Given that genealogical records in Genesis 5 indicate that 1,656 years passed between the creation of Adam and the flood, this would date Genesis 1 about 4450 BC, bolstering the claims of young earth geologists.  Seven different compartments have been explored, viewable at http://www.noahsarksearch.net/eng/
Five Wonderful Truths About the Scriptures in II Peter 1:19:

1.  The Word of God is _____________(Superior).

a. “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain…”  God’s word is more certain than man’s experiences, even the experiences of Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration, where they saw Christ in a glorified state, and heard the voice of God (II Peter 1:16-18).  There is danger in trusting in experiences as our senses can mislead us.
b. Our hope doesn’t ultimately rest on an experience but on the revealed word of God.  The integrity of the prophets is unsurpassed, such as Daniel, who foretold dozens of prophecies about future empires, and even predicted the precise date of Christ’s presentation as the ‘Anointed One’ in Daniel 9:24-27 (69 ‘sevens’ or 483 years from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem).
2. The Word of God is __________(Sure).

a. “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain…”   II Peter 1:19.  “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden from long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings…”  Romans 16:25-26.
b. Christ repeatedly appealed to Scripture to clinch an argument.  34 times in the gospels the phrase “it is written” is used (plus another 200 times elsewhere in the Bible).  “It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.”  Luke 16:17, Jesus speaking.
3. The Word of God is a _____________(Signpost).

a. “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it…”  The Bible answers all the great philosophical questions that man has wrestled with, such as “Where did we come from?”, “Where are we going?”, and “Why are we here?”
b. Why did the Lord inspire Peter to write about the return of Christ, fully knowing that this was some 2000 years away?  To assure persecuted, beleaguered believers that Christ is sovereign over all, and that there will be a day of reward for his people and punishment for his opponents (Revelation 19:11-21).
4. The Word of God is a _____________(Shining Light).

a. “…Pay attention to it as to a light shining in a dark place.”  Our world today has many dark places that are desperate need of the light of God’s truth.
b. In James Dobson’s new book Raising Up Girls, he discusses the skewed messages our culture sends to young women.  On the issue of beauty, for instance, only 2% of women consider themselves beautiful, the result of a media and advertising bombardment that sets an unrealistic standard for beauty that few women can ever achieve.  
c. Let the light of God’s Word speak to you: “You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful…”  Psalm 139:13-14.
5.  The Word of God is a _____________(Stabilizer).
a. “…Pay attention to it as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.”  Jesus Christ, the bright, morning star (Revelation 22:16) will soon return.  This will inaugurate the “day of the Lord” (e.g., Joel 2:31) when Christ will save his people and judge his enemies.
b. History is coming to a climax, and along with it an apostate movement (II Timothy 4:1-5) and a global religion (Revelation 13:8).  Paying attention to the Word of God, and what it teaches about Christ’s return will be a great stabilizer in our lives. 
The young German preacher Herman Lang was sentenced by Nazi authorities to death by firing squad for his faithful adherence to God’s Word and the lordship of Christ.  He prepared himself by meditating on I Corinthians 2:9 (KJV), “Eye has not seen nor ear has heard, neither has it entered the heart of any man the things that God has prepared for those who love him.”    Are you paying attention to the Word? 
