Discussion Questions
Not of Human Origin

1.  Have you ever heard Billy Graham speak and wondered to yourself, “What is the secret to this man’s success?”  Do you think the simplicity of his message, and this straightforward interpretation of Scripture played a role in his notoriety?  Why or why not?

2. Read II Peter 1:20-21.  What simple truths are taught in these verses?  How did the Pharisees depart from the plain, literal truth of Scripture?  See Matthew 23, especially verse 4 and 16.  Do you grow up in a legalistic home or church?  How were you affected by this?  What are some of the different ways that legalism impacts people?  How have you practiced the quotation, ‘In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity”?

3. What did Jesus teach about himself in John 8:58; 10:30; 14:9?  How did the Arians challenge these teachings?  In what way is the Arian heresy (denigrating the deity of Christ) still with us today?  

4. What is the danger in allegorizing or spiritualizing Scripture?  Why do you think Augustine’s spiritualization of the millennium in Revelation 20 led to further spiritualization of other biblical texts?  What is the danger of spiritualizing Revelation and Daniel?  What does Jesus teach us about the importance of every word of Scripture in Matthew 4:4?
5. What is the danger of equating the authority of tradition with the authority of Scripture?  In what way do pagan practices such as penance, celibacy, and prayers for the dead lead to a works-righteousness salvation?  What does Ephesians 2:8-9?  Why did the Reformation occur?  Why do you think “Sola Scriptura” was one of their battle cries?

6. How did the retreat from a literal interpretation of Genesis 1-11 lead to a further deterioration of the authority of Scripture?  Why do you think this ultimately leads to a questioning of the resurrection of Christ?  How has archaeological finds, discoveries such as the Dead Seas Scrolls, and scientific evidence supporting creation bolstered your faith in the Scriptures?  

7. What solemn warning is given in Revelation 22:18-19 about tinkering with Scripture?  What is the challenge found in Deuteronomy 30:19-20?  In what way have you been blessed as you have taken the Scriptures at face value?
