Not of Human Origin
Rev. Billy Graham, who has preached to more people than any other person in history, conducted evangelistic services for over fifty years.  His signature phrase, often used more than a dozen times in a sermon, was “The Bible says…”  Many have ventured that the secret to his success was his simplicity, proclaiming the plain, straightforward, literal Word of God.

“Above all you must understand that no prophecy came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  II Peter 1:20-21.
Five Movements That Have Departed From the Literal Truth of Scripture:

1.  The ___________(Pharisee) Movement - ________(Adding) to Scripture.
a. The Pharisees, who dominated Jewish thought in New Testament times (30-100 AD), are described by Jesus in Matthew 23:4, 16:  “They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them…Woe to you, blind guides!  You say ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.”  Matthew 23:16.
b. Many of us grew up in homes and churches with a bewildering abundance of rules.  One of the guiding principles in the history of the Evangelical Free Church has been “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”
2.  The ________(Arian) Movement - _________(Changing) Scripture.
a. In 319 AD, a church deacon names Arius wrote a letter to the bishop of Alexandria, Egypt, arguing that if the Son of God is really a Son, he must have a beginning.  Therefore, Jesus was not the Creator, but the created.  This led to the Council of Nicea in 325 AD which reaffirmed that Jesus and the Father are of “one substance”.  
b. The Gospel of John repeatedly portrays Jesus as equal with the Father.  Jesus said, “Before Abraham was born, I am”; “I and the Father are one”; “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father”.  John 8:58; 10:30; 14:9.
c. Today the deity of Christ is under attack from every angle, with ridicule of his virgin birth, his miracles, his crucifixion, his resurrection, his ascension, and his return.  More relevant than ever are the words of Christ, “Who do you say I am?”  Matthew 16:15.
3. The ___________(Allegorical) Movement - ________(Spiritualizing) Scripture.
a. An allegory is defined as “having symbolic representation; having hidden spiritual meaning”.  St. Augustine, an otherwise godly leader, first began to allegorize major sections of the prophetic Scriptures in about 400 AD.  The millennium (Revelation 20) and significant portions of Revelation and Daniel were not interpreted literally, influencing Catholicism and Lutheranism to our present day.
b. Be wary of those who spiritualize the Scriptures, for Jesus taught us, “Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  Matthew 4:4.
4. The ___________(Traditionalist) Movement - ___________(Diluting) Scripture.

a. The great heresy of the Roman Catholic Church in the 1500’s was to equate church tradition with Scripture, leading to the Reformation and Luther’s battle cry of “Sola Scriptura” – “Scripture alone is our authority.”  
b. Catholic practices such as penance, celibacy, exaltation of Mary, and praying for the dead are all rooted in pagan traditions, not Scripture.  Any form of works-righteousness is unbiblical.  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9.
5. The ________ (Liberal) Movement - ___________(Subtracting) from Scripture.

a. Due to the rise of Darwinism in the 1870’s and 1880’s, many Bible scholars backed away from a literal interpretation of Genesis 1-11.  Soon the miracles of Christ and other biblical miracles were also denigrated, leading ultimately to an assault of the resurrection of Christ, the heart of the gospel. 
b. In recent decades, archaeological finds have bolstered the integrity of Scriptures, as previously questioned figures like Pontius Pilate and Belshazzar, son of Nebuchadnezzar have been confirmed.  The Dead Sea Scrolls added credibility to biblical teaching on the origin and accuracy of Scripture.  New scientific evidence has raised serious doubts about evolution and added credibility to the Genesis accounts.
c. “…If anyone takes away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the Holy city, which are described in this book.”  Revelation 22:19.
“This day…I set before you life and death, blessing and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your children my live…for the Lord is your life and he will give you many years in the land.”  Deuteronomy 30:19-20.  
