Be Ready, Overcome a Culture of Indifference
In about 250 BC, 72 Jewish scholars were ordered by King Ptolemy II of Egypt to make a Greek translation of the Old Testament.  Under pressure to align biblical dates with the recently completed Egyptian chronology of Manetho, the Jews added 880 years between the flood and Abraham (in Genesis 11) and 586 years between creation and the flood (in Genesis 5).  They also added an additional patriarch (Cainan), possibly as a ‘red flag’ to signal that they were doing this on purpose under pressure.  It is dangerous to change the Bible to accommodate human theories.

Four Astounding Events We Are to Be Ready For:

1.  ____________________(A Direct Intervention)

a. “By the same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire…”  II Peter 3:7.  Peter instructs us that scoffers will mock the biblical teaching about creation and the flood as we approach the end of the age.  Just as God set aside the normal, physical laws that govern the universe on both of these occasions, once again he will do so at the end of the age.
b. The Bible portrays three anchor events in history – the creation, the flood, and the final destruction of the universe.  Dr. Henry Morris and Dr. John Whitcomb cite II Peter 3:3-7 as playing a pivotal role in their arguments for a complete transformation of the earth during the flood of Noah (The Genesis Flood, p. 14-16).
2. ______________________(A Divine Incineration)

a. “By the same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire…”  II Peter 3:7.  “See, the Lord is coming with fire and His chariots are like a whirlwind; he will ring down his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.  For with fire and with his sword the Lord will execute judgment…”  Isaiah 66:15-16.
b. “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels he will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”  II Thessalonians 1:7-8.
c. At the end of time, God will use fire to undo his creative work.  Our earth’s core contains molten rock as hot as 12,400 degrees Fahrenheit.  Only a ten-mile crust separates humanity from the earth’s blazing interior.  As all of creation is built on an atomic structure, a nuclear reaction may be triggered that will entirely destroy the planet.
3. ________________________(A Detailed Examination)

a. “By the same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment…”  II Peter 3:7.  The Day of Judgment refers to a final, exhaustive review of every single person by our Creator. 
b. Some scholars like Dr. Dwight Pentecost see up to eight separate judgments at the end (Things to Come, p. 425), while others like Dr. Wayne Grudem see one general judgment of everyone at the end (Systematic Theology, p. 1142).
c. The names of believers are “written in the book of life” (Revelation 20:15).  “Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…”  Ephesians 1:14,15.
d. The works of believers will also be examined.  “…Fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping from the flames.”  I Corinthians 1;13-15. 
4. ____________________(A Dire Condemnation)

a. “By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”  II Peter 3:7.  The names of unbelievers will not be found in the book of life.  Their books of works will reveal the depths of their sinfulness, pride, and rebellion against God.   There will be great regrets on that day – wailing and gnashing of teeth.
b. The Greek word for “destruction” refers “not to the extinction of physical existence, but rather an eternal plunge into hell.”  (Dictionary of New Testament Theology).   All human beings are immortal creatures.  Millions of years from now, we will still exist – either in heaven or in hell.
c. The eternal loss of even one is a tragedy.  “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.  Turn!  Turn from your evil ways!  Why will you die, O house of Israel?’”  Ezekiel 33:11.  
Just as God’s heart breaks over the rebellious hearts of his chosen ones, the Jewish people, who are “the apple of his eye” (Zechariah 2:8), so do our hearts break when our children stray from the faith.  Let this brokenness drive you to pray!

Be like Job.  “Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’  This was Job’s regular custom.”  Job 1:5.  Is this your regular custom?
