Discussion Questions
Be Ready, 

Overcome a Culture of Indifference

1.  Have you ever been tempted to explain away rules that your mother or father or a supervisor at work had set up for you?  Have you ever been tempted to do this with God’s word?  Why do you think the Jews that translated the Septuagint were so eager to accommodate the wishes of King Ptolemy II to adjust the Scriptures to align with Manetho’s Egyptian history?  

2. Read II Peter 3:1-10.  Why do you think so many believers have tried to explain away the plain, literal meaning of this passage of Scripture?  What is particularly hard to believe about verse 7?  When it says “By the same word…”, what is this referring to?  In what way did God set aside the normal, physical laws of the universe to create everything at the beginning?  How did he directly intervene again during the flood of Noah?  How is he going to divinely intervene at the end of time, according to verse 7?  Why do you think the three anchor events of history – the creation, the flood, and the destruction of the universe at the end of the age – are so ridiculed and mocked by people today?  

3. What does verse 7 say about the Lord’s use of fire to destroy the universe?  What does Isaiah 66:15-16 and II Thessalonians 1:7-8 add to our understanding of this event?  Why is it important to know that the stars are big balls of flame, some of which are thousands of times the size of our sun?  Why is it important to know that the interior of our planet is up to 12,400 degrees Fahrenheit?  Do you think God will use some sort of nuclear reaction to destroy everything?
4. What does verse 7 say about a detailed examination at the end of the age?  Why is it important to know that every person will be accountable to God at the end of time?  What does Revelation 20:11-15 teach about this judgment?  Do you think there is one general judgment, or various judgments at different times?  Why?  What does Revelation 20:11-15 teach about the book of life?  What does Ephesians 1:14,15 teach about those whose names are written in the book of life?  What does I Corinthians 1:13-15 teach about rewards for believers based on what we have done?  

5. What does verse 7 say about a dire condemnation for unbelievers?  What does Revelation 20:11-15 teach about the books of our works?  What does Matthew 25:46 teach about the eternal nature of both heaven and hell?  Why is it important to know that humans are immortal, that our souls will exist a million years from now – in heaven or in hell?  What does Ezekiel 33:11 teach about how God feels about those who reject him?  Do you regularly pray for your children and family members who are not walking with the Lord?  What can we learn from Job’s example in Job 1:5?
