Be Grounded, Overcome a Culture of “Deep Time”
Archbishop James Ussher published his biblical chronology in 1650, establishing creation as occurring on October 23, 4004 BC, exactly 3000 years before Solomon built the temple, and 4000 years before Christ was born in Bethlehem.  His chronology resulted in intense speculation about the Second Coming of Christ from 1988 to 1990 (since adding a seven-year tribulation period brings one to approximately 1997, about 6000 years from creation). 

Many other scholars, including Newton, Kepler, Scaliger, Bede, and ben Halafta, using the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11, arrived at dates for creation within 250 years of Ussher.  This is drastically different than an age of 4.5 billion years (“deep time”) presently estimated for our earth, typically accompanied by a geological time-table and a chart of how evolution occurred.
Christian Attempts to Reconcile Scripture with “Deep Time”:

1.  The _____________(Day-Age) Theory

a. Since “day” (yom in Hebrew) is sometimes used for periods longer than 24 hours, some suggested that the days of creation were long ages (millions or billions of years).  But the order of the creation days is difficult to reconcile with the geological and evolutionary time-table (for instance, plants were created on day three, but the sun, moon, and stars were created on day four).
2. The ________(Gap) Theory

a. C.I. Scofield and others suggested that there was an entire ancient world, including a pre-Adamic race that occurred between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2.  But Romans 5:12 teaches that death entered into creation after Adam’s sin.  “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”
b. After the sixth day of creation, God called his pristine creation “very good” (Genesis 1:31).  In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve sinned.  “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  I Corinthians 15:21-22.  Moreover, I Corinthians 15:45 calls Adam “the first man”.  A pre-Adamic race is unbiblical.

Christian Views of “Deep Time”:

1.  ________(Jesus): “From the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.”  (Mark 10:6).  Here and in Mark 13:19 and Luke 11:50-51, Jesus implies that the creation of the world and the creation of man happened concurrently.  
2. The ___________(Apostles):  In Acts 3:21; 14:15-17; 17:24-31, and various places in the Epistles (Romans 1:18-25; 8:19-23, etc.), no hint of “deep time” is ever given; The Church Fathers overwhelmingly believed that creation occurred less than 6000 years ago.
3. The ___________(Reformers):  Luther, Calvin, and Wesley all believed in a recent, literal, six-day creation and global flood.
4. The ______________(First Geologists):  Niels Steensen (1638-1686), John Woodward (1665-1722), Alexander Catcott (1725-1779) and Johann Lehmann (1719-1767) all wrote books reinforcing the young-earth, global flood view, consistent with what the Church had taught for 18 centuries.
The Origins of “Deep Time”:
1. Jean Lamarck, one of the first to propose biological evolution over long ages (Philosophy of Zoology, 1809), as well as “deep time” proponents Georges Cuvier (Theory of the Earth, 1813) and Charles Lyell (Principles of Geology, 1833) were either atheists or deists.

2. “Science emerged from a philosophically motivated enquiry into the nature of the world” (evolutionary paleontologist Philip Gingerich, 1983).

3. Uniformitarianism (or “deep time”) teaches that the earth was molded not by sudden, violent events (like Noah’s flood), but by slow and gradual processes extending over millions and billions of years.  It is foundational to the theory of evolution.
4. “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come…they will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  (II Peter 3:3-4).
5. “They deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed…also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.”  II Peter 3:5-6.
6. “Geological inquiry ought to be conducted as if the Scriptures were not in existence.”  Charles Lyell, 1832, lecture at King’s College, London.

The worldwide flood of Noah is the key event in understanding geology, paleontology, climatology, and biology today.  If such an event could reduce human lifespans from 900 years to 70, think of the impact it would have had on dinosaurs and other living creatures.  Today, scientists are rethinking the theory of uniformitarianism and moving toward catastrophism, yet hostility toward the Scriptures remains.  They are choosing to  “deliberately forget” God’s Word.  How about you?
