Discussion Questions
Be Grounded, 

Overcome a Culture of “Deep Time”

1. Were you ever bothered as a young person when you were confronted with the teaching of evolution and “deep time” (that the earth and universe are millions and billions of years old)?  Why or why not?  What did the church you grew up in teach about this matter?  Have you ever read through Genesis and wondered how evolution and “deep time” could fit into this book, especially chapters 1-11?  Were you ever taught the geological time-table and evolution charts? 

2. Have you ever believed in the “day-age” theory (that the days of creation are long ages) or the “gap” theory (that there was an ancient world and pre-Adamic race between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2)?  What biblical evidence is there against the day-age theory and gap theory?  Do you think Romans 5:12 and I Corinthians 15:21-22, 45 rule out the possibility of death in our world before the time of Adam and Eve’s sin in Genesis 3?  Why or why not?

3. When you read what Jesus says in Mark 10:6; 13:19, and Luke 11:50-51, would you conclude that Jesus believed that the creation of the world and the creation of man happened about the same time?  Would you conclude this based on the teachings of the apostles in Acts 3:21; 14:15-17; 17:24-31 and Romans 1:18-25; 8:19-23?  Why is it important to note that the Church Fathers (who lived in the first three centuries after Christ) overwhelming concluded that the earth was less than 6000 years old?  Why is it important to note that Luther, Calvin, and Wesley believed this, as did the vast majority of the church until the 1800s?  Why is it important to note that the first geologists also came to this conclusion?
4. Do you think it is important to understand that the early proponents of evolution and “deep time” were almost all atheists or deists, often accompanied by deep hostility toward the Bible and the church?  Do you find it interesting, in light of Peter’s prophecy in II Peter 3:3-6, that the teachings of uniformitarianism (“deep time”) have arisen with the last two centuries?  Do you find it interesting that they “deliberately forget” the biblical account of Noah’s flood?  

5. Why is the biblical account of Noah’s flood a key event in understanding present-day geology, paleontology (study of fossils), climatology, and biology?  Do you find it interesting that many scientists today are abandoning the theory of uniformitarianism and adopting the theory of catastrophism?  What relevance does this issue have to our lives today?  Do you ever find yourself “deliberately forgetting” biblical truths?  Are you committed to following God’s word with all of your heart?
