Be Patient, Overcome a Culture of Now
For decades, many have been fascinated by the idea of traveling through time.  Old tales involving characters like Rip Van Winkle and Ebenezer Scrooge have given way to the Twilight Zone, Star Trek, and the Back to the Future movies.  Recent films such as Family Man, Click, and Lake House present a more contemporary twist.  Experts insist we aren’t even close to a breakthrough in this area, with future (but not backward) time travel being theoretically possible.
Three Principles About Time (II Peter 3:8):

1.  The ___________(Mystery) of Time

a. “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends…”  II Peter 3:8.  While time isn’t a mystery to God, it is to us.  We are often disappointed about delays to our prayer requests which seem to have no rational basis from our perspective.  
b. We are also confused by preventable tragedies that lead to suffering and loss.  One of the missionaries our church supported, Bob Rasmussen, died in 2003 at 48 of asphyxiation in a camper while on a hunting trip.  Why was he taken at the peak of his ministry effectiveness, leaving a wife and three young children? 
c. In 2008, Will Chapman, the son of contemporary Christian musician Steven Curtis Chapman was driving home from school and accidentally ran over his five-year-old adopted sister, Maria, who died en route to the hospital.  Have you ever asked God to roll back the clock so you could have a “do over”?  The Lord assures us, however, that He is in charge of time and history.
2. The ___________(Maker) of Time

a. “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years…”  II Peter 3:8.  From God’s perspective a day lasts forever.  It never ceases to be “present” in his consciousness.  God stands outside of time and over time, being its maker and creator.
b. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1.  God created time (“in the beginning”), space (“the heavens”), and matter (“the earth”) as his first act.  Our universe is a continuum of time, space, and matter, no one of which can have a meaningful existence without the other.  A triune God (Father, Son, Spirit) created a tri-universe (time, space, matter)!
c. “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”  Psalm 90:2.  “Before Abraham was, I am.”  (words of Jesus, John 8:58).  “’I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’”  Revelation 1:8. 
3. The ___________(Master) of Time

a. “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”  II Peter 3:8.  From God’s perspective, an extremely long time is as if it just happened.  He is master over time, seeing creation, the crucifixion, our present date, the Rapture, and the new heaven and earth all at the same time.
b. Knowing that Peter had great leadership ability but struggled with pride, Jesus ordained on the night of his betrayal that Peter would deny him three times (Luke 22:34).  Out of the ashes of that experience, a strong, vibrant leader for the new church was born.
c. “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.”  Isaiah 46:9-10.
d. Daniel made extensive prophecies about the future, including a stunning prediction in Daniel 9:24-27 that 483 years (69 ‘sevens’) would elapse between the decree to rebuild Jerusalem (April 4, 454 BC) and the coming of the Messiah (entered Jerusalem on March 31, 30 AD; crucified April 4, 30 AD).   Keep in mind that there is no year 0!
e. Jewish scribes were so embarrassed about this prophecy pointing to Jesus that they reconfigured their calendar in the second century AD.  They erased over a hundred years of Persian history and made the Daniel 9 prophecy point to a man named Bar Kochba, who led Israel to independence in 132 AD only to be crushed by the Romans three years later. (Chronology of the Old Testament, F.N. Jones, p. 297).
f. Due to this and other recalculations, the Jewish calendar today stands at 5771 AM (Anno Mundi, in the year of our world).  Many Orthodox Jews (and evangelical Christians) believe the world will end after six thousand years of human history despite a lack of biblical support for this view.
g. God not only ordains history with great precision (Genesis 6:3; 15:13; Jeremiah 25:11; Daniel 9; Revelation 11:3, etc.), he also ordains our individual histories (Psalm 139:16).  God ordains the salvation of believers (Ephesians 1:4), yet warns us to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  Philippians 2:12.  
Samuel Zwemer believed that God is the Master of time.  One of the first modern missionaries to the Arabs, he lost two daughters to illness within eight days of each other in 1897.  Going on to work for forty years among Muslims, he saw less than a dozen converts, yet trusted God for the great harvest of souls we are seeing today in many Muslim lands.  Are you, like Samuel, prepared to trust in the Maker and Master of time?  
