Discussion Questions
Be Patient, Overcome a Culture of Now

1.  Have you dreamed about traveling through time?  Did you read any books or see any movies about this?  If you could go back to any era of time, what would it be?  If you could go forward to visit a future age, would you do this?  Why or why not?
2. Read II Peter 3:1-10.  Look at verse 8.  “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends…”  Peter was stressing that the truth that follows this statement is something you can be absolutely sure of.  Time may be a mystery to us, but it isn’t to God.  How have you wrestled with the mystery of time?  Have you ever prayed diligently for something that is repeatedly delayed?  Have you seen reasons why the Lord may have ordained these delays?  When you don’t see evidence of this, can you still trust that He knows best?  Have you ever asked the Lord to ‘hurry up’?  Have you ever wondered why God has taken a man, woman, or child young in their life?  Have you ever had regrets about the past, so that you wished you could have a ‘do over’?  

3. “…With the Lord a day is like a thousand years...”  This teaches us that any short period of time, like a day, seems to God to last forever.  God never ceases to be ‘present’ in his consciousness.  Is this a truth that is difficult to grasp?  Why or why not?  Look at Genesis 1:1.  Why is it interesting that a triune God would create a tri-universe, creating time (‘in the beginning’), space (‘the heavens’), and matter (‘the earth’)?  What does Psalm 90:2 teach us about the character of God?  What does John 8:58 teach us about the character of Jesus?  What does Revelation 1:8 teach us about God’s relationship to time?
4. “…And a thousand years are like a day.”  This teaches us that from God’s perspective, any extremely long period of time is as if it just happened.  What did you think of the diagram that Pastor Denny showed demonstrating that God can see creation, the crucifixion, today, the Rapture, and the new heaven and earth all at the same time?  How did Jesus demonstrate his mastery over time in his prophecy about Peter denying him three times (Luke 22:34)?  How do the prophecies of Daniel 9:24-27 demonstrate God’s mastery over time?  Why do you think Jewish scribes went to the extraordinary step of altering their calendar to make the Daniel 9 prophecies point to Bar Kochba instead of Jesus?  What do you think of the belief held by many Jews and evangelical Christians that human history will conclude after six thousand years?  

5. How does God demonstrate his mastery over time in Genesis 6:3; 15:13; Jeremiah 25:11; and Revelation 11:3?  How does God demonstrate his mastery over the time of our individual lives (Psalm 139:16)?  What does God teach us about our own salvation in Ephesians 1:4 and Philippians 2:12,13?  What did you find inspirational about the story of Samuel Zwemer?  What do you think kept him going for forty years trying to win Muslims to Christ when we had less than a dozen converts?
