Discussion Questions
False Teachers
1. Did you ever watch Carl Sagan on Cosmos?  Have you heard the phrase “The cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or ever will be.”?  How is this belief similar to a religion?  Have you seen the movie Contact?  What do you remember about it?  What did you think when you heard some of the last things Sagan wrote and said before he died?  How this naturalistic worldview impacted the church?

2. Read II Peter 2:1-3.  In what way are false teachers like saboteurs, undermining their own people?  Why is it more effective for false teachers to arise from within the church rather than attack it from without?  Why do you think church leaders like Anglican bishop Richard Holloway stay within the church when they have rejected virtually everything the church has represented historically?  
3. In what way has sin been relabeled in our society today?  What do we lose when we call sin “inappropriate behavior” or a “disease” or a “delinquency” or a “deviancy”?  What does Psalm 1:1-3 teach us about the rewards that come from obeying God’s Word without reservation?  Do you agree with the statement, “Everything God commands us is ultimately for our own good”?  Why or why not?

4. How are false teachers secretive (see II Peter 2:1)?  How have you seen Scripture being replaced by political correctness within our society, and also within many churches?  What is lost when pastors and teachers reinterpret Genesis 1-11 to allow for the theory of evolution?  What is lost when pastors and teachers reinterpret the prohibitions on homosexual behavior in the Scriptures (such as Romans 1:26-32)?  How did Satan try to reinterpret God’s Word in Genesis 3:1-5?

5. How are false teachers sacrilegious, according to II Peter 2:1?  What is lost when we deny the absolute sovereignty of the Lord?  How did the Christian martyrs in Turkey as presented in the movie Malatya show that they acknowledged God’s sovereignty?  How did Mosah Hassan Yousef show that he came to acknowledge the sovereignty of God (described in the book Son of Hamas)?  How is the doctrine of ‘open theism’ an attack on God’s sovereignty?  What does Isaiah 46:10-11 say about God’s ability to know the future completely?
6. Have you ever been tempted to take a ‘short-cut’ in defiance of what is clearly taught in God’s Word?  What have you learned that will help you to stay faithful the next time you face this temptation?
