False Teachers
Carl Sagan of the TV series Cosmos, featured on the Discovery Channel, was known for his trademark saying, “The cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or ever will be.”  Author of the novel Contact, made into a movie in 1997, Sagan continually fused science and religion into a naturalistic worldview where the cosmos is God, and scientists are a new priesthood.

Three Descriptions of False Teachers Who Will Plague the Church:

1.  They Are _____________(Saboteurs).

a. “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.”  II Peter 2:1.  A saboteur is one who undermines his own group or team or nation usually knowingly but sometimes unknowingly.  
b. Anglican bishop Richard Holloway of Edinburgh, England, wrote Godless Morality:  Keeping Religion Out of Ethics, where he argued that the only way to be moral is to reject the Bible and the notion of moral absolutes.  Paradoxically, Holloway argued that the only way to be a good person is to function as an atheist.  
c. The move away from moral absolutes has led to the virtual disappearance of “sin” in our culture.  Sinful behavior has been labeled as “inappropriate” or a “disease” or “delinquency” or “deviancy”.  American psychiatrist Karl Menniger wrote about this way back in 1973 in his book Whatever Became of Sin?
d. God’s standards have not changed.  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of the sinner or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”  Psalm 1:1-3.
2. They Are ___________(Secretive).

a. “…They will secretly introduce destructive heresies.”  II Peter 2:1.  “Secretly” means “to creep in”, “to slip in without being seen”, or “to sneak in under false pretenses”.  The word refers to a clever defendant attempting to fool a judge.
b. In many churches today Scripture has been replaced with political correctness.  Gradually over decades, false teachers chipped away at the authority of Scripture until biblical morality had been completely redefined.  
c. Old Testament Professor Dr. Bruce Waltke dances on the edge of heresy in recently saying “If the data is overwhelmingly in favor of evolution, to deny that reality will make us a cult…some odd group that is not really interacting with the world.”  What part of Genesis 1-11 is Waltke prepared to reinterpret?  And what will be the impact of this in interpreting the rest of Scripture?  
d. Dr. Tony Campolo, popular evangelical conference speaker, teaches that the practice of homosexuality is a sin, yet in doing so he reinterprets every Scriptural text that teaches on this except Romans 1:26-32.  His wife, Peggy, goes a step further in reinterpreting Romans 1:26-32 and supporting homosexual marriage.
e. Satan was the first one who tried to “reinterpret” God’s Word in Genesis 3:1-5.  First, he tried to confuse Eve about what God had said, and then he contradicted God’s Word by saying “You will not surely die.”  (vs. 4).   We should be wary of teachers who fog up what God has made crystal clear!
3. They Are ____________(Sacrilegious).

a. “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them – bringing swift destruction on themselves.”  II Peter 2:1.  The Greek word for “sovereign Lord” is “despotais”, from which we get the English word “despot”.  It refers to one who is a Master, one who has absolute, supreme authority.
b. On April 17, 2007, three men working in a Bible publishing office in the city of Malatya, Turkey, were assaulted by five Muslims demanding that they pray the Muslim prayer of conversion.  When the three refused, their interrogators tortured them and slit their throats.  This true story is told in the documentary movie Malatya.  How would you have reacted in this situation?
c. Mosab Hassan Yousef, son of one of the founders of the terrorist group Hamas, became disgusted with Hamas and spied for the Israelis.  Eventually he came to know Jesus as his Savior as told in his book Son of Hamas.  Disowned by his father and his people, Mosab now sees Jesus as the only real hope for peace in the Middle East.
d. Throughout church history the sovereignty of God has been under attack.  One of the more recent heresies is called ‘open theism’, the claim that at least part of the future is ‘open’, a denial that God knows the future exhaustively.  
e. “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say:  My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please…what I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.”  Isaiah 46:10-11.
Be wary of those who reinterpret what is plain, and confuse what is obvious.  Many times when we are in a tight spot or an especially tempting situation, we may be enticed to take short-cuts, in defiance of God’s Word.  Be assured that God is not surprised at your dilemma.  Be faithful, and he will reward you for following His Word!
