Be Tender, Overcome a Culture of Unconcern
An all-too-common problem facing many Christian families today are children and other family members who have drifted from the faith.  If you’d like to read more about this issue, see Already Gone by Ken Ham and Britt Beamer, or Goodbye Generation by David Sawler, or American Grace, p, 120-133, by Robert Putnam and David Campbell.  Pray that the Lord will reawaken within their hearts an interest in spiritual matters!

Three Reminders About the Kind of God We Serve:

1.  Remember His _____________(Promise)

a. “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness…”  II Peter 3:9.  Some believers have grown skeptical about Christ’s return because the long delay, while others have chucked this whole doctrine.  
b. The apostles clearly believed Jesus was coming in their lifetimes as evidenced by Paul’s inclusion of himself as among the “…we who are still alive and are left…” (I Thessalonians 4:16-17).  Matthew (24:33), James (5:8), Peter (I Peter 4:7), and John (Revelation 22:7,12,20) all stressed the nearness of the Lord’s return. 
c. God’s works everything out according to his perfect plan.  “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman.”  Galatians 4:4.  Prophecies were often given regarding precise periods of time to elapse (120 years – Genesis 6:3; 430 years – Genesis 15:13; 70 years – Jeremiah 25:11; 483 years – Daniel 9:24-27).  
d. Jesus prophesied in Luke 21:24 (30AD), “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled”, which was fulfilled on June 7, 1967.  
e. Ezekiel (38:21-22) prophesied in 597 BC, “I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone.  I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land.  I will make them one nation in the land.”  This was fulfilled on May 14, 1948.  For 25 centuries, the Jewish people sang every Passover “Next Year In Jerusalem”.  Now they are there!
f. The clock is ticking and God is arranging his pieces like a chess grandmaster.  In the fullness of time, suddenly, “like a thief in the night”, he will come!
2. Remember His ___________(Patience)

a. “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish…”    II Peter 3:9.  The Greek word for “patient” is a compound word, combining “large” with “great anger”.  God has a vast capacity for storing up anger and wrath before it finally spills over.
b. Adam and Eve didn’t immediately die physically after they sinned (though the process of death began).  King David wasn’t struck dead after his sin with Bathsheba.  Children discover at some point that they hide things (at least temporarily) from their parents.  Most people have sinned without immediate consequences, with some falsely concluding that God didn’t notice.
c. All forms of sin, including anger, lust, drunkenness, greed, pride, etc. can be very intoxicating, further clouding our ability to see clearly.   Don’t mistake God’s patience and mercy for unconcern.  He is giving you an opportunity to repent.  Be thankful for a tender conscience and loving confrontation by fellow believers.  Apart from this, sin would inevitably destroy us.
3. Remember His ______________(Pleasure)

a. “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  II Peter 3:9.  “For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord.  Repent and live!”  Ezekiel 18:32.
b. God grieves today over his people who have drifted from him just as he grieved over the Israelites, “But if you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be taken captive.”  Jeremiah 13:17.
c. The Jewish race is a modern parable of God’s tender pursuit of His people.  Whether Jew or Gentile, we can be assured of God’s loving concern for those who have drifted from their faith in him.  “For I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them.  They will be my people, and I will be their God.”  Ezekiel 37:23.
d. Join us at Annandale Free Church as we attempt to “raise up a faithful generation full of truth, purity, and zeal for the Lord” (our vision).
Just as the young man who grew up near the railroad tracks learned of his parents undying love for him (see Dr. Robert Coleman, The Heart of the Gospel, p. 148), so God waits for his wayward children like the father of the prodigal son: “We had to celebrate and be glad…he was lost and is found.”  Luke 15:31. 
