Discussion Questions
Be Tender, Overcome a Culture of Unconcern
1. Do you have siblings, children, or grandchildren who are drifted from their faith in Christ?  Why do you think this happened?  Why are so many more who grew up in good Christian homes departing from the faith? 

2. Read II Peter 3:8-10.  Look at verse 9.  Have you ever wondered why it has taken so long for the Lord to return?  Why do you think the apostles and early followers of Christ thought that Jesus would return within their lifetimes?  See I Thessalonians 4:16-17; Matthew 24:33; Philippians 4:5; James 5:8; I Peter 4:7.  Why do you think Jesus said three times in the last chapter of the Bible that he would be coming soon (Revelation 22:7, 12, 20)?  What does Galatians 4:4 teach about God’s perfect timing?  What does Genesis 6:3; 15:13; Jeremiah 25:11; and Daniel 9:24-27 teach us about the precision with which God does things?  

3. Does it help to know that the prophecy Jesus gave about Jerusalem in Luke 21:24 was just fulfilled on June 7, 1967?  Does it help you to know that the prophecy that God gave in Ezekiel  38:21-22 was just fulfilled on May 14, 1948?  What does it mean that Jesus will return like a “a thief in the night” (I Thessalonians 5:2)?  Do you see how God is arranging his pieces like a chess grandmaster, preparing the world for the return of Christ?
4. What does II Peter 3:9 teach about God’s patience?  What does it mean when we say that God has a large capacity for storing up anger and wrath before it finally spills over?  Are you glad about that?  Why?  Do you remember the first time when you disobeyed your parents and got away with it, at least temporarily?  Were you surprised that God didn’t immediately punish you the first time you can remember committing a serious sin?  In what way can sin be intoxicating?  Do you have a tender conscience?  Are you thankful for that?  Have you ever been lovingly confronted by another believer over sin in your life?  Are you thankful for that?  Why should we repent of our sin as soon as possible?  What are the dangers of waiting?

5. What does II Peter 3:9 teach about God’s pleasure (the things that please him)?  What does Ezekiel 18:32 teach?  What does Jeremiah 13:17 teach?  How is the Jewish race a modern parable of God’s tender pursuit of His people?  Why does Ezekiel 37:23 teach us about God’s concern for those who are drifting and backsliding?  Are you committed to helping us fulfill our vision as a church to “raise up a faithful generation”?  How can you help?  What did the story about the young man who grew up by the railroad tracks teach you?  How is it like the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-31)?  What does this teach us about kind of God we serve?
