Be Prepared, Overcome a Culture of Ignorance
Where were you on the morning of September 11, 2001?   When do you remember hearing that the first hijacked jet crashed into the World Trade Center’s North Tower (8:46 am)?  Or that the second jet crashed into the South Tower (9:03 am)?  Or that the Pentagon was hit by a third plane (9:37 am)?  Or that a fourth plane had crashed into a field in Pennsylvania (10:03 am)?  

Churches were packed the following Sunday.  The sermon at AEFC was entitled Survival, Revival, and the Arrival.  World turmoil reminds us that “the day of the Lord” is imminent (mentioned 19 times in the Old Testament and four times in the New Testament).  Just as God intervened directly in history twice before (at creation and at the great flood), so will he intervene again at the end of time.
Four Truths About the Conclusion of Human History:

1.  There Will Be A ___________________(Shocking Surprise).

a. “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief…”  II Peter 3:10.  Seven times in Scripture we are told that Christ will come like a thief – suddenly, unexpectedly, without warning.  It will be disastrous for the unprepared.
b. “For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, ‘peace and safety’, destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.  You are all sons of the light and sons of the day.”  I Thessalonians 5:2-5.
c. Jesus warns us that people will be mocking just like they did in days of Lot (Luke 17:28).  Lot warned his sons-in-law in Sodom, “’Hurry and get out of this place, because the Lord is about to destroy the city!’  But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.”  Genesis 19:14.
2. There Will Be A ____________________(Searing Sound).

a. “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar…”  II Peter 3:10.  The visible, physical universe – the sun, moon, stars, and planets – will be destroyed.  Jesus taught the same thing in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away…”
b. The Greek word for ‘roar’ is used of a rushing sound or a loud noise.  It is sometimes used of the whizzing, crackling sound that objects emit as fire consumes them.  The disintegration of the universe will end with a deafening sound unlike any sound mortal human beings have ever heard.
3. There Will Be A ________________________(Spectacular Scorching).

a. “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire…”  II Peter 3:10.  The Greek word for ‘elements’ literally means ‘ones in a row’.  It likely refers to the basic building blocks of the universe.
b. 118 chemical elements have been discovered as of June 2011.  91 of them are found naturally, three are produced through nuclear processes, and 24 are produced synthetically.  These irreducible components will be destroyed and replaced by a whole new assortment of elements, colors, sights, sounds, and experiences in the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1).
4. There Will Be ____________________(Stunning Secrets).

a. “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  II Peter 3:10.  All that is presently hidden will be ‘found out’ or ‘made known’.  
b. Is there a single person alive today who knows even .001% of all the knowledge on the World Wide Web?  All secrets of the universe will be revealed.  All mockers of Jesus will be silenced.  All the deeds of darkness will be brought into the light.
c. The sins of believers have already been erased, for God assures us “I will remember their sins no more!”  (Jeremiah 31:34, Hebrews 8:12; 10:17).  The sins of unbelievers will be revealed for all to see.
d. “There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.  What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  Matthew 10:26-28.
Don’t hide your sin from God!  Confess it to him, as he knows about it anyway.  Don’t be surprised when Jesus comes!  Be ready to meet him with your sins already forgiven.  Come to Jesus today!
