Discussion Questions
Hell Under Fire

1.  Do agree with Piero Campresi that hell is finished, that “the great theatre of torments is closed for an indeterminate period”?  Do you think the average person believes in hell?  Thinks about hell?  Believes they may go there after this life?  Why is it startling that Pope John Paul II affirmed that hell is a state of mind rather than a physical place?  Can we get rid of hell by simply refusing to believe in it?

2. Read II Peter 2:1-3.  Why is it important to know that the Greek word for “destruction” is apoleia, and refers to “eternal punishment”?  Why do you think a belief in annihilationism, that unbelievers will simply cease to exist, is growing in popularity?  

3. Do you agree that most people today have a “deflated view of God”?  In what sense?  Do you agree that most people believe that God wouldn’t actually send anyone to hell, except maybe the ‘really bad’ people?  

4. What does John 1:1 teach about the unity of God and Jesus?  What does John 1:14 teach about the central attributes of Jesus (and God)?  Do you believe that grace and truth are the two central attributes of God – why or why not?  How are God’s grace and truth on display at the cross?  Why do so many today define God in a way that minimizes his attribute of truth (and justice and holiness)?  Why does hell make no sense apart from God’s justice and holiness?

5. Do you agree that most people today have an “inflated view of humanity”?  In what sense?  Do you agree that most people see themselves as essentially ‘good’, not deserving of anything close to hell?  Do you think the false teachers in II Peter 2:1 saw themselves as essentially good?  

6. How has a “restorative” view of justice contributed to a denial of the reality of hell?  Why do you think secular models have largely failed in their attempts to correct and reform criminals?  Why is repentance essential to true rehabilitation and reform?  How has “psychological” worldview contributed to a denial of the reality of hell?  How is a worldview that denies or minimizes personal responsibility for wrongdoing at odds with the teaching of the Scriptures?
7. Do you agree that most people today have a “negated view of salvation”?  Do you think many are wondering what they need to be saved from?  And why would they need to be saved?  Do you think the false teachers in II Peter 2:3 were oblivious to their need for salvation?  What in the text leads us to believe that?  According to Matthew 1:21, why did Jesus come to our earth?

8. Do you believe that you personally, apart from salvation through Christ, deserve hell?  What would you think if someone wanted to broadcast to the public your worst sins?  How did you come to realize your need for a Savior?  Are you trusting in Him for your salvation?
